286

come to my ears so sad and discourag-
ing, so calculated to blight my faith and
hope as to hear that Joseph is resur-
rected and has not made a visit to his
brethren. I should know that something
serious was the matter, far more than I
now apprehend that there is. When his
spirit again quickens his body, he will as-
cend to heaven, present his resurrected
body to the Father and the Son, receive
his commission as a resurrected being,
and visit his brethren on this earth, as
did Jesus after his resurrection. Mary
met the Savior after his resurrection,
and, "supposing him to be the gardener,
saith, Sir, if thou have borne him hence,
tell me where thou hast laid him." But
when she learned who he was, and was
about to greet him, he said, "Touch me
not; for I am not yet ascended to my Fa-
ther." As quick as Joseph ascends to his
Father and God, he will get a commission
to this earth again, and I shall be the
first woman that he will manifest him-
self to. I was going to say the first man,
but there are so many women who pro-
fess to have seen him, that I thought I
would say woman.

I should feel worse than I now do, if
I knew that Joseph was resurrected and
had not paid us a visit, which he most as-
suredly will do, when that period arrives.

When Jesus was resurrected they
found the linen, but the body was not
there. When Joseph is resurrected you
may find the linen that enshrouded his
body, but you will not find his body in
the grave, no more than the disciples
found the body of Jesus when they looked
where it was lain.

To return more closely to the
ject I have in my mind, I will
can we do anything to restore con-
fidence in ourselves? Yes, we can,;
and those principles that will actually
give us confidence in ourselves, are
what we ought to have constantly be-
fore us. But those who have been
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intimately acquainted with this people
can see a difficulty on the other hand.
A man would get exceeding great faith,
if he did not outweigh and outmeasure
himself, for it is but a short time before
some are prone to take the glory to them-
selves, and say, "I have laid hands on the
sick and they have been healed. Stand
out of the way, everybody, I am the man
for you to look at,” and they go to the
devil.

Again, many will pray for the sick
and for themselves, for this blessing and
that, without receiving an answer, and
think "I am so unworthy, I have not lived
my religion and walked up to my priv-
ileges, though I have thought of every-
thing that I can confess." Some people
will come and confess to me things as
simple as it would be for a woman to
take the last egg from her hen's nest,
and then reflect, "what an evil I have
done to rob that poor hen of her last egg,”
and talk about that which the Lord cares
nothing about, and say within them-
selves, "I do not receive the blessings I
desire; I have tried to humble myself and
do the best I know, and yet I do not re-
ceive that faith and power I want, that I
am looking for and expect." You cannot
receive it, until you are capable of us-
ing it, neither should you. It would not
be wisdom in the Lord to give you power
any faster than you gain knowledge.

Those who humble themselves before
the Lord, and wait upon Him with a per-
fect heart and willing mind, will receive
little by little, line upon line, precept
upon precept, here a little, and there a
little, "Now and again," as brother John
Taylor says, until they receive a certain
amount. Then they have to nourish and
cherish what they receive, and make it
their constant companion, encouraging
every good thought, doctrine and prin-
ciple and doing every good work they
can perform, until by and by the Lord is



