
to Him and to the angels that we are the 
friends of God, and will never betray Him 
in any way, shape, or manner. If we are 
His friends, we will keep the secrets of the 
Almighty. We will lock them up, when He 
reveals them to us, so that no man on earth 
can have them, and no being from heaven, 
unless he brings the keys wherewith to get 
them legally. No person can get the things 
the Lord has given to me, unless by legal 
authority; then I have a right to reveal 
them, but not without. When we can keep 
our own secrets, when we can keep the se-
crets of the Almighty strictly, honestly, tru-
ly in our own bosoms, the Lord will have 
confidence in us. Will He before? No. Are 
we going to become secret keepers in any 
other way than by applying our lives to the 
religion we profess to believe? No.

We want confidence in each other. The 
Bishops, Presiding Elders, and men in au-
thority seek for the obedience and confi-
dence of the people. How are they going to 
get it? By abusing the people? By scolding 
them? Are they going to get it by flatter-
ing them with smooth, deceitful tongues? 
No, they will not get it in any of those 
ways. There is only one way to get it. This 
people are a good people. As I said last 
Sabbath, they are willing to do anything to 
obtain eternal life, to secure to themselves 
a seat in the boxes, as brother Orson Hyde 
termed it. If you have a blank ticket for a 
theater, you may fill it up for the boxes, or 
the gallery, or the pit, just as you please. 
Your lives must fill that blank, and if you 
would fill it for one of the best seats in the 
kingdom, you must live accordingly.

Do not flatter the man of influence, or the 
rich man. I know that the brethren might 
turn round and say, “Brother Brigham, do 
you see any of this, very lately?” The brethren

have learned, years ago, that if a man was 
to give me a gold watch, a suit of clothes, 
a span of horses, a fine carriage, or a purse 
containing a million of dollars to buy my 
friendship, that does not buy it, has noth-
ing to do with it, consequently I have not 
much opportunity of knowing whether the 
people have this spirit or not, for they do 
not exhibit it to me. If they feel to give me 
anything, they give it because they wish to 
give brother Brigham something.

If a man should offer to make me a pres-
ent of a thousand dollars, though I knew at 
the time that he would be kicked out of the 
Church in the next minute, I would accept 
it and try to make good use of it. On the 
other hand, if a man was in beggary, and 
owing this Church a thousand dollars and 
lacking a suit of clothes, but with his heart 
right, brother Brigham would say, “Come 
along here, you are the man I want to see; 
come to my table and eat, and I will also 
give you clothing to put on.” Let a man 
have the power of God with him—the 
Holy Ghost within him—so that when he 
talks you can see, feel, and understand that 
power; so that you can see and understand 
that the water of life is in him, insomuch 
that when he speaks, the sweet words of 
life flow out; then I am ready to exclaim, 
“Come, here, my brother, you are the man 
for me.”

When every person will cease to hang 
upon the brittle, rotten threads upon which 
the world hang, and turn round and say, in 
the power of God, “I will make friends and 
gain my influence, by that power; I will 
have all I do have in the name and power 
of God, and that which I do not thus get, I 
will not have,” then you will begin to gain 
the influence you want, and to have confi-
dence in yourselves and in each other. Can 
the people have confidence in each other, 
and continue to conduct themselves as
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