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It is immaterial who the authorities

invite to speak in this stand, that man

should be so pliable that God can dic-

tate him to speak to this people the very

things that are necessary to correct our

judgments and understandings, to in-

form our minds, and to set in order, orga-

nize and attach every quorum to the vine

where it should be. Also to teach this

people that there should be order and

government in families; that they should

be connected together by the same spirit

with which a man is connected to the

Priesthood. When this is done, then ev-

ery man is connected to the Priesthood,

and the wife to the man, and the children

to their parents, from generation to gen-

eration. Were we all thus actually con-

nected like the limbs and branches of one

tree, and there was no disturbance or ob-

struction by any evil principle, would we

not be in a far better condition than we

now are for accomplishing the work we

have to perform.

While brother McAllister was speak-

ing, I could not avoid the reflection that

there is time and opportunity for all

to improve, if they will. When per-

sons cease to make improvement, they

either go back or have become stereo-

typed, that is, fixed, unchangeable in

regard to true progression, and then

of what use are they towards promot-

ing the welfare of the cause in which

we are engaged? While a tree is

growing, while it is thrifty and lim-

ber, it is passive and submissive to

the man that labors to give it form. But

I will let that subject drop, and pass to

another which is on my mind.

Some may very naturally suppose

that there is a host of subscribers to The

Deseret News, especially when the char-

acter of its matter is fairly considered, as

also the fact that it is entirely owned by

the Church, and controlled for the mu-

tual benefit of all, who are interested in

building up the kingdom of God on the

earth. I had supposed that there were

at least ten thousand subscribers, but I

have learned that there are not so many,

and not near as many as it seems to

me there should be; and I was perfectly

astonished that the circulation was not

much greater than I found it to be. Some

may be careless in this matter, under

the supposition that brother Carrington

is part owner or proprietor of the News,

when such is in nowise the case, for, as

I have already stated, the presses, type,

and all that pertains to the Printing Of-

fice and Bookbindery, are the property of

the Church.

I presume that there are from twelve

to twenty thousand families in this Ter-

ritory, and I really know of no reason

why every family should not take, read,

and pay for one copy of the News, for

some large families now take from two

to six copies. And I am all the more sur-

prised at the slackness of the people in

this matter, from the fact that the man-

ner of payment is so easy, every kind of


