THE "DESERET NEWS," ITS VALUE, ETC.

article of any real value being received,
even to "hemlock slabs after harvest."

Again, I am considerably astonished
at the apparent indifference manifested
by some of the Agents for the News, for
they are allowed a very liberal percent-
age for a very small amount of time and
attention; and instead of using a little
skill and exertion to devise ways for the
poor to pay for the paper in labor, some
make little or no effort, either to increase
the number of subscribers or to collect
and remit payments. And what is still
worse, some receive cash from the sub-
scribers and retain it, paying the Office
in something else, and that, too, at their
leisure.

The Agents should become ac-
quainted with each family within their
agency, and wherever they find poor per-
sons who would rejoice to take the paper,
read it, and be profited thereby, it will
be easy for them to lay plans for their
being accommodated, especially since
the modes of payment are so numerous,
and thereby confer a benefit upon their
neighbors and the great cause of truth,
while at the same time extending their
own sphere of influence for good, and
earning the sum so liberally awarded to
them. In this, so useful an operation, the
Bishops, where they are not also Agents,
can lend most essential aid, and soon the
News will gladden and enlighten every
family within our borders.

To the people in Utah it is almost in-
valuable, for in it first appear the His-
tory of Joseph Smith, the public counsels
and teachings of the First Presidency,
the Twelve and others at headquarters,
and all home items and news of inter-
est, besides such foreign news and mat-
ter as may be deemed interesting, amus-
ing, or instructive. And it often hap-
pens that one sermon alone is of more
real value than the subscription price of
many copies of the paper, to any person
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who will read and properly appreciate it
by the Spirit that should connect us to
the vine. You should properly appreci-
ate everything you hear from every man
that speaks from this stand; but memo-
ries are often treacherous, and compara-
tively but few can assemble here to hear
for themselves, but when those sayings
are printed, you can read, ponder, and
reflect upon them at your leisure, and
again and again, as your memories may
require; and your sons and your daugh-
ters will acquire a taste for reading and
treasuring up useful knowledge.

It has always been the case that the
few have had to bear the burden atten-
dant upon opposing evil principles, but
there is now quite a number who are
earnestly striving to establish righteous-
ness upon the earth, by listening to the
dictates of the Spirit and the counsels
of the Living Oracles, and by striving
to be active in every laudable undertak-
ing. For this reason our publications will
be sustained, whether subscribers are
many or few, but will anyone professing
to be a Saint look idly on and see others
reap the reward due to diligence?

What is the use in pursuing the indif-
ferent course that some are doing here? I
will call a vote, and I want every man in
this congregation, who takes the News,
to manifest it by raising his right hand,
for I wish to show you what proportion
take the paper. [The subscribers present
raised their hands.] There is not more
than one quarter of this congregation
that take The Deseret News, and that,
too, the only paper printed in the moun-
tains, and one of the most useful and
interesting papers that ever was pub-
lished. And if you had a lively interest
for the truth, and was living your reli-
gion, let me tell you that you never would
rest or cease your operations of taking
every course and every advantage to ob-
tain every word that is uttered from this
stand.



