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to what you know nothing of. Live so

that you can know and testify to every

principle that is right, not with mere lip

service, but from the heart be able to say

truly, "I know that everything is right."

As I have frequently said to this peo-

ple, they are a good people. We are

striving to make the kingdom of heaven.

Many think that this people have got to

make great sacrifices, but what have we

to sacrifice? Nothing, for all is the Lord's.

But suppose that we had something to

sacrifice, they would be willing to do it;

they would be willing to do anything for

the sake of salvation. They have already

forsaken their homes and friends, and

come here to serve the Lord, and now

continue, shall I say continue to reform?

Yes, continue this reformation that has

been talked about. Continue to improve

yourselves, to live so that your faith and

knowledge will increase in the things of

God, that our minds may be opened to

those things that pertain to our peace

and eternal salvation, and live no more

in the dark, whereby you are constrained

to say, "I do not understand the things

that are taught, these are great and mar-

velous things, they are beyond my com-

prehension; I do not know why it is that

I feel as I do many times; I have feelings

come on me that I cannot account for."

If you live near to God, and every

moment have your minds filled with fer-

vent desires to keep the law of God, you

will understand the Spirit that comes

to you; you will know how to build

up the Lord's kingdom, and increase in

every good thing; and it will be one

continual scene of rejoicing instead of

mourning. Those who mourn and feel

that they have really endured suffer-

ings and afflictions, and sacrifices to a

great amount for the kingdom of heaven,

do not enjoy the Spirit of their religion.

They do not enjoy the Spirit of this Holy

Gospel, for they do not live near enough

to the Lord so that Christ is in them like

a living fountain, like a well of water

springing up to everlasting life.

The persons who enjoy that Spirit are

never sorrowful nor cast down. They

never endure afflictions and mourn be-

cause they suppose that they have sacri-

ficed for the Gospel, but they are always

joyful, always cheerful, with a happy

smile on their faces, and, as brother

Robert said, it does make the devil mad.

That is true, it makes him mad that he

cannot afflict this people so as to make

them have a sad countenance.

When you come across those who

have a wonderful sight of trouble, trou-

ble with their wives and with their

neighbors, it is those who do not live

their religion. Those who have the Spirit

of their religion feel hope bound in their

feelings, and have a word of comfort

for themselves, their families, and their

neighbors, and all is right with them.

Let us make the building up of the king-

dom of heaven our first and only interest,

and all will be well, sure.

Have we reason to rejoice? We have.

There is no other people on this earth un-

der such deep obligation to their Creator,

as are the Latter-day Saints. The Gospel

has brought to us the holy Priesthood,

which is again restored to the children

of men. The keys of that Priesthood are

here; we have them in our possession; we

can unlock, and we can shut up. We can

obtain salvation, and we can administer

it. We have the power within our own

hands, and this has been my deep morti-

fication, one that I have frequently spo-

ken of, to think that a people, having in

their possession all the principles, keys,

and powers of eternal life, should neglect

so great salvation. We have these bless-

ings, they are with us.


