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Have we the visible hand of God with

us? We have. Many circumstances tran-

spired last year with regard to the im-

mediate providences of God. Can we see

the visible hand of the Lord in His deal-

ings to us this season? We can. Any

person who could have numbered Israel

in the valleys of the mountains, and the

bushels of grain taken from the earth

last fall, would have said there is not

enough grain raised in 1856 to last the

people to the first of April, 1857.

That was so obviously the prospect,

that brother Kimball prophesied that

there would be harder times in 1857

than we had seen in 1856. I told him

that I would bring to bear all my faith,

and all the power I had, and all my

ability against that prophecy, when he

said the times would be harder this year

than they were last. Still there were no

human prospects, visible signs, means,

or substance to prevent it, according to

the number of bushels of grain taken

from the earth, and the number of people

in this Territory to be sustained there-

with. There was a better prospect for

our suffering for want of food this year,

than there was in either 1856 or 1855,

but I promised myself that I should ex-

ercise my power against that prophecy.

Brother Heber says, "Amen," to that

statement now. He said so then, and I

know that he would rather have it fail

than to have people suffer.

Brother Heber says, "The wheat

swells." I believe that. It increases in

the granaries. I have believed that

principle for many years. I know that

God has dealt with me and with oth-

ers in a way that cannot be accounted

for upon common modes of reasoning.

I have heretofore mentioned what some

may think the trifling circumstance of a

man's finding money in his pocket that

could not have been there, unless an

angel or some other person had put it

there unbeknown to that man. Flour and

wheat have been found in barrels and

bins, after they had been taken out even

to the scraping of the barrels, and that,

too, without the owner's knowing how

the stock had been replenished. Who put

it there, is not for me to say; but I know

who did not. Let the people guess who

put it there.

Have we any visible signs of the prov-

idences of God to us? We have, if men

have their eyes open to see for them-

selves. If this people called Latter-day

Saints could see by the visions of the

Spirit the hand dealings of the Lord as

visible as some see, there would be noth-

ing but rejoicing among us from the old-

est to the youngest, from the first to the

last, from the one side of this globe to the

other.

We will now turn right round, and

ask, are there afflictions? Yes. People

are taken sick and die, and we have not

the power to keep them alive; and I do

not think I would, if I had power; and I

do not think I will when I have power,

because I then shall have more wisdom

than I have now. Knowledge is power;

and as I gain knowledge I gain power. If

we will consider these things, we will see

that the visible hand of the Lord is with

us continually.

Let the Latter-day Saints in these

valleys of the mountains ask themselves

this question, Do we, as a community,

as a Church and kingdom of God on

the earth, as individuals, believe that

if we had shut up the bowels of our

compassion last fall, and said to our

immigration, "Suffer and perish in the

mountains, I have nothing to spare, I

cannot relieve you," we should have as

much grain and substance on hand as

we now have? Would not every man

and woman exclaim, "We would have

been in poverty and want?" What has

made us rich in this matter? One

united effort by this people to bring


