
take into consideration the propriety and 
expediency of establishing an Express 
and Carrying Company to operate be-
tween here and the States to the east, and 
California to the west. That Company has 
now commenced its business operations. 
Three companies have already left this city, 
and the particular object in view is to es-
tablish places where our brethren can stop 
and rest, recruit and refresh themselves 
until they can continue their journey and 
arrive in this valley. Our main object is to 
make settlements and raise grain at suitable 
points and convenient distances, where we 
can prepare resting places for the Saints. 
The last season’s immigration I think has 
prompted us materially to this action. If 
we had had settlements at Deer Creek, La 
Bonte, below Laramie, and on the Sweet 
Water, where people can raise grain, our 
last year’s belated immigration might have 
had habitations, food, and other conve-
niences for comfortably tarrying through 
the winter, and thus saved this community 
a vast expense. This Express Company will 
be laid before this Conference, so that you 
will have an understanding of it, that you 
may act knowingly, and give your faith, in-
fluence, and means to accomplish the ob-
ject of its organization.

We are calling quite a number to go 
on missions, and are appointing a portion 
of them to visit the Canadas. We have a 
great many Elders laboring throughout 
Europe, but more especially in England, 
and the Canadas are mostly settled by 
the same classes of people. True there has 
formerly been much preaching in that re-
gion, and many churches raised up, espe-
cially in Upper or Canada West, but many 
have emigrated to the States and are now 
with us, and I do not know of an Elder 
in this Church now laboring in either of 
the Canadas. We wish to send a company

to labor there, and gather out the honest 
in heart.

I would also propose sending missionar-
ies to the States, if we could by accident, 
or by foreknowledge, or by revelation, or 
by any other means, select and spare from 
here the right kind of men; in that case we 
would like to send a good many there. My 
reasons are these; there are honest people by 
thousands, and scores of thousands in the 
States, those who have never yet heard the 
sound of the Gospel. There are also scores 
of places where branches have been raised 
up, but the inhabitants have so changed 
that they now hardly know what you mean 
when you say “Mormon” or “Mormon-
ism,” and when you talk about the preach-
ing of the everlasting Gospel, it is almost 
forgotten by the few that are still remaining 
in those places. Other people occupy the 
place of those who have left, of those who 
had been preached to, and children have 
grown up and taken the place of their par-
ents; others have moved away, and strang-
ers have moved in. There are honest people 
there, and if we could get Elders, to use a 
western phrase, of “The right stripe,” we 
could gather multitudes from the United 
States. For an example, we sent brother 
John Taylor to New York with a number 
of Elders to preach, labor, and assist him. 
Some of them tarried in New York with 
brother Taylor, visited their families, con-
nections, friends, etc., for a time, and re-
turned. They did not baptize any; with 
them, “There was no call for preaching, no 
place to sow the seed, or distribute the good 
word of God; they could not find any who 
wanted to hear them preach or who wished 
to know anything of the Gospel,” while at 
the same time others who felt for the in-
terest of the kingdom and for the people, 
stepped forth, and labored like men, and 
found plenty of chances for preaching.
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