
I could name a good many individuals 
in our own community that would steal all 
the cattle that we have, if they knew which 
were the ones that we owned. I thought 
that the reformation had stopped such 
proceedings; but as soon as the stray cat-
tle were driven in, a few miserable sneaks 
were ready to own them all. Those animals 
are sold, and every cent of the means thus 
raised goes into the P. E. Fund, and the 
only ones benefited thereby are the poor 
Saints in foreign lands. You must stop in-
truding upon your neighbors.

If those who are heads of Quorums 
strictly attended to their duties, the man 
that does not live according to his late cov-
enants, who violates the ordinances and 
laws of the house of God, would be sev-
ered from his Quorum and cut off from 
this Church; and if they will not do this, 
we will do it from this stand. Men must 
quit swearing and taking the name of God 
in vain; they must refrain from lying, steal-
ing, cheating, and doing that which they 
know they ought not to do, or they must 
be severed from this Church and kingdom.

I will now present a subject which will 
be a text for the brethren to preach upon 
from this stand, viz., the necessity of build-
ing storehouses in which to preserve our 
grain. If we have a fruitful season this com-
ing summer, we shall have a large amount 
of surplus grain which we cannot carry 
out of the country to market: it must tarry 
here. And if the people do their duty in this 
matter, they will continue to lay up grain 
for themselves and for this community 
throughout this Territory, and for fifty or 
a hundred times as many more, until they 
have enough to last them seven years. You 
can figure at that, and learn how much 
grain you ought to lay up. If we have, as 
I believe we shall, a few seasons fruitful in 
grain, the staple article that we can cure and

preserve, it is our indispensable duty to 
safely store it for a time to come. This will 
be a text for some of the brethren.

I will say to the missionaries going west 
to the Sandwich Islands, California, and 
Oregon, that we expect to start a herd of 
cattle from here as early as they can be 
driven across the mountains; and if they 
will provide their own clothing, bed-
ding, and weapons for defense, we will 
furnish them board and transportation to 
California.

I will now ask the people whether they 
will do me the favor of giving me one hun-
dred and twenty-five dollars in money dur-
ing this Conference. I will let the brethren 
and sisters throw in their dollars, or half or 
quarter dollars, just as they please, and I 
want to do what I please with the amount. 
And if you will not be satisfied with giv-
ing me $125, you can double the sum, and 
make it $250; and I wish to do with it as I 
please. If I have a mind to give it away im-
mediately, that is nobody’s business.

A few of us contemplate going north 
this spring. You remember that I told you 
at the last fall’s Conference that I was go-
ing east to help in our immigration, and 
you voted I should not go. I did start, 
and went over the Big Mountain to East 
Canyon Creek, but the devil had ears so 
ready to hear the prayers of the people and 
help them, that he made me so sick that 
I could not go any further. I do not want 
any such influence exercised this spring, 
for I am going with some of my brethren 
to take a pleasure ride, see the country, en-
joy ourselves, and recruit our health; and I 
wish you to pray for us, give us your faith, 
and be willing that we should go. I do not 
want to be stopped, as I was last fall.

Now comes another item of business. It so 
happens that this year the election of officers 
for this city falls upon today, as does also the

OBJECT OF THE EXPRESS CARRYING COMPANY, ETC. 307

JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd   307JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd   307 5/13/20   8:50 PM5/13/20   8:50 PM


