
at once and take hold of this branch of 
business, and dress the stone needed 
for rapidly prosecuting the work on the 
Temple?

I thought I would draw your attention 
to these few plain facts. And let the breth-
ren who preach to the people have an eye 
to these things, to the interest and general 
welfare of the kingdom of God, to the roll-
ing forth of the work, to the building of 
Temples, that we may be prospered in the 
things of God.

What is prosperity? According to my 
understanding, it is not so much gaining 
the things of this world, as it is progressing 
in the knowledge of God. What are true 
riches? They are not so much the obtaining 
of the things of this world, as they are in 
securing the principles and keys which un-
lock the treasures of heavenly wisdom, of 
the knowledge of God and things that per-
tain to eternity. These are the riches we are 
seeking after; this is the progress we wish to 
make. In order to accomplish this, it is nec-
essary that we should be faithful in all mat-
ters committed to our trust, honest before 
God, and obedient to the counsels of His 
servants. I know that I have ever felt to be 
so, and I have felt to do more than to talk. 
I have ever felt ready to go here or there as I 
have been told, and I feel so today. It is my 
meat and drink to do whatever I am told, 
according to the best understanding I have. 
It is upon this principle that I have been 
able to do anything I have done. The Lord 
has enabled me to do it, because I verily 
know that I have not strength in and of 
myself to do what I have done since I have 
been in the Church and kingdom.

I have ever felt to lean upon the Lord for 
help, and I feel so today. I do not know when 
I felt weaker, or more like humbling myself 
before my God and my brethren, than I do at

present. It is necessary that we should 
humble ourselves, and lean on the Lord our 
God, and go in His might and strength, 
and give His name the honor and glory, if 
we would succeed in accomplishing any-
thing for the benefit of the house of Israel. 
It is His work; He only wants servants to 
do it, and He will not have any but will-
ing servants. He will compel no person to 
bring forth his purposes; they must do so of 
their own free volition; they must esteem it 
a privilege, even as it is a most inestimable 
privilege to have it to do. He gives this to 
us to be our work, if we will do it; if not, 
He will give it to someone else. He does 
not expect to run after us, nor to have His 
servants do so; it is for us to seek to them 
and the Lord, that we may know His will 
concerning us, and be faithful stewards 
and honest before Him, and willing instru-
ments in His hands to do whatever we can 
to roll forth His cause and kingdom. To 
have our duty made manifest to us is all we 
need; then it is for us to go here and there, 
as He shall dictate and require.

These are my feelings, if I know myself, 
and have always been; and I feel to rejoice 
before the Lord that I have the privilege of 
being associated with His servants in the 
things designed for the rolling forth of 
His kingdom, and bring to pass His pur-
poses on the earth. I have felt to renew my 
covenant and obligations to walk forth 
before them according to the best light I 
have got, and to strive for more. I think 
it is necessary for us all to feel thus, and 
I think we will do better in that way than 
in any other, if we wish to have the juice 
of “Mormonism” within us, as brother 
Brigham remarked this morning—if we 
wish to be instruments for good in the 
hands of God.

I feel more like receiving exhorta- 
tion than giving it. I feel more like
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