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God, unless he is inspired by the Almighty
all the time. We have such men at our
head. Joseph Smith was of that class. From
his childhood, or from the time the angel
rent the veil of eternity and showed him
the record of Ephraim, until the day of his
death, he was led by the hand of God. No
man had any business to say unto him,
Why dost thou so? He was a shaft in the
hand of the Almighty.

It is not less so now with President
Young, who stands at the head of this
people; for he does point out the way in
which this people should walk. Who is go-
ing to take hold of the Ark and steady it
for him? No man. President Young has the
right to make use of my name or yours be-
fore the people, by way of correction. It is
not our business to call him to an account
for it. He has a right to correct, reprove,
and guide us, and he has had to do so all
the day long; and he has been a father to
this people continually. I have been ac-
quainted with him, and traveled with him
for many years; and I will say, I have felt
many a time to thank God that he has
given to us fathers, as leaders and teachers,
who have been filled with mercy and com-
passion, and with the words of eternal life.

I have wondered many a time in my life
how I have passed along so smoothly as I
have. I have felt that I have been worthy
of correction in a good many things; yet
I desire to pursue a course whereby I may
become justified. I have my weaknesses, er-
rors, and follies, and can see them by the
light of the Holy Spirit.

There is nothing I have ever done in
my life that was wrong but what I have
been sorry for. I know President Young is
endowed with the power of God, and so
do you know it; and I know he can dis-
cover weaknesses in many of us, and he
corrects us for our good. The reproofs of a
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friend are far better than the kisses of an
enemy.

With regard to correcting the Twelve,
or anybody else, I am glad, when we are
corrected, to see the brethren kiss the rod.
We have to learn to build up this kingdom
before we are prepared, as polished shafts
in the hands of the Lord, to stand up and
magnify our calling as Apostles of Jesus
Christ. There is nothing that President
Young brings forth for this people to carry
out but we are all interested in, whether we
understand it or not.

Should I, or any man in the kingdom
of God feel for a moment to object to
President Young’s handling or controlling
gold or wealth for his own benefit, or the
rolling of the kingdom? No, we should not.
I wish he had his millions, for he has clearly
manifested before our eyes, from the begin-
ning until now, his talents and gifts as a fi-
nancier; and we all know he has been prof-
itable to the Church and kingdom of God,
to Zion, and this whole people. It mat-
ters not to me whether it is in building a
Temple, establishing a Carrying Company,
or anything else that is presented for the ac-
complishment of the purposes of the Lord
and the building up of his kingdom, and
the gathering of Israel; we are equally in-
terested in it, and should go to with our
might, and carry out the work assigned us.

Many things will be made manifest
unto us, and our labors will have to extend
through many channels, ways, and means,
before the way is prepared for the coming
of the Son of Man.

I feel thankful to God that his hand is
over us. He has guided, controlled, and de-
livered us from the hands of our enemies.

We may thank the Lord that we have
a man among us who has got the
Holy Ghost enough to reprove sin,
whether among his wives, or his
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