
328 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

JOURNEY TO THE NORTH—FOLLY OF EXPECTING TO SIT

AT EASE IN ZION—PROGRESSION—THE NATIONS UNDER

GOD'S CONTROL—PROSPERITY OF THE SAINTS—POWER

OF BRIGHAM YOUNG—THE GOSPEL ALPHABET.

A DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT HEBER C. KIMBALL, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY, GREAT

SALT LAKE CITY, MAY 31, 1857.

REPORTED BY G. D. WATT.

Brother Brigham has expressed my

feelings in regard to our journey to

Salmon River, so far as he has spoken

upon that subject. The trip was consid-

erably fatiguing, for our travel averaged

nearly two hundred miles a week, which

left but little time to rest, only when our

animals were eating. Yesterday and the

day before I felt sick, and I told brother

Brigham that I felt as though I was sore

and afflicted from the crown of my head

to the soles of my feet. That expression

conveys an idea of my physical feelings,

and still I have recruited, for I am now

eight pounds heavier than I was when I

went away.

As for the country north, I am satis-

fied with it; for, were we to go a great way

beyond where we were, it would not be

an easy job to touch us, for we got pretty

nearly to the end, and there was no way

to get further with wagons, but by cross-

ing the Rocky Mountains, to some of the

headwaters of the Missouri. But with

all the poor country I have seen during

our journey, much of it is far beyond that

part of Vermont in which I was raised

until I was eleven years of age; and had

I always remained there, I never should

have personally known but what it was a

beautiful country; for people are prone to

think that the regions they are brought

up in are the most beautiful in the

world. I have been back there twice,

and have never found, in all my trav-

els through these mountains, so rough a

country as where I was born; and I pre-

sume it was so where brother Brigham,

and Joseph Smith, and many more of the

Elders of the House of Israel were born:

they came from a rough, hard country.

After receiving the Gospel, the Lord

has so ordered it, that we have come to

where he has led us, because at present

there was no other place. We have come

into the mountains, to become inured

to hardship, privation, and want, and

to raise up a posterity that will become

hard, substantial men, to bear off this

kingdom to every nation and kingdom

upon the face of the earth. That is why

it is so, and I am thankful. I would not

change these mountains for any portion

of the earth I ever beheld, until God has

accomplished His designs with us here.

When He has done this, and when we

have overcome and kept His command-

ments, these mountains and these val-

leys are ours, and all the earth in the

four quarters thereof, and we can go and

come at our pleasure; and that day is

not a great way off, for many generations

will not pass away before that time will

come.

I do not fear the world. We are

here in the mountains and in the

valleys, and are as secure here as

though we were in heaven; because,


