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The f i r s t  pr inciples  of  the doc- 
trine of Christ are the alphabet of the  
celestial law; therefore, not leaving  
the first principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfection.

Let  us  be  di l igent  in  keeping the  
commandments of our God, that we 
may be saved in His celestial kingdom.  
Amen.

It is with the greatest pleasure, breth-
ren and sisters, that I have the privilege of 
beholding your faces, and of hearing the 
voice, testimony, and narrative of our wor-
thy President, Brigham Young. It is not 
easy for me to find language to describe my 
feelings and to express my gratitude to my 
Heavenly Father, and to my brethren and 
sisters, for the preservation of my life, and 
for the privilege I enjoy among you on the 
present occasion.

I went abroad, and have been absent a 
little more than one year and one month to 
perform a mission which was new to me, 
depending upon the faith of the Saints and 
the blessings of the Almighty, that through 
their faith and my own exertions I might 
accomplish the work I started out to do; 
but it came out a good deal like the fisher-
men in the days of our Savior who toiled all 
night and caught nothing; still it has been 
to me a school of experience, as I have had a 
chance to behold something of the manner, 
and have observed a little of the principles, 
the honor, and the integrity which rule the 
actions of the Federal Government of our 
great and glorious union.

It is generally considered in the world 
that truth bears away the victory. It was 
in fact laid down by some of the ancient 
prophets that such was really the case. 
Things have changed a little now-a-days, 
but it is an age of improvement. If a man 
tells the truth, he stands no earthly chance 
whatever; he has got to lie and mix so 
much lie with the truth that it will hide it 
almost entirely, or he cannot receive any 
credit whatever. So it is to a great extent, 
and instead of truth governing the world at 
the present time, lies and falsehood govern 
it, as far as I have observed.

It will be recollected, when I left the 
Valley, there was a great scarcity of provi-
sions; we were on half rations, and very fre-
quently not half. We were making the best 
estimate we could to stretch out flour until 
harvest, and picking up everything we could 
to sustain ourselves until the glorious day of 
harvest should come. Such was the case with 
a great many of us; and those who had provi-
sions were dividing it out to those who had 
none, by the spoonful. If they had a spoonful, 
they divided it; and if they had two, they were 
dividing that; and this condition of affairs
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