
more so. If you can account for that, go  
at it.

Does the Lord cause our grain to in-
crease? He does, and that, too, upon nat-
ural principles. Sow one bushel of wheat, 
for instance; and when you harvest the 
product of that, you get, say, from 25 to 
50 bushels. Where do those 25 or 50 bush-
els come from? Say that I go and put 100 
pounds of flour into my bin, and that I 
afterwards take out forty times more flour 
than I put in, how did it come there? 
Upon the same principle that one bushel 
of wheat increased to forty. I will take one 
peach stone and plant it, and in about four 
years that peach stone will produce a tree 
that will bear from 500 to 1,000 peaches. 
Where did they come from? There was 
only one planted. They all come from the 
elements. Then cannot God increase our 
grain in the bin, as well as He can increase 
it in the field?

Brother Brigham and I once started with 
$13.50 and traveled 500 miles, paying $16 
for every hundred miles travel, and paying 
for from two to three meals of victuals a day, 
and once in a while paying 50 cents apiece 
for a night’s lodging; and when we got 
through, we had not quite as much money 
as when we started. But if we had not any, 
it was quite a miracle, though we had some 
money left. We performed that journey 
with the means I have mentioned. That 
money we spent was in the elements, or 
else an angel of God went where it was, and 
got it, and put it into our pockets. Brother 
Brigham kept the purse; I put my money 
with his, and he kept paying out; and if it 
had been in the line of our duty to have kept 
traveling to this day, we should had money 
unto this day. And once in a while we would 
take a weak sling, for we were so weakened 
by disease that both of us could not take  
a common trunk two feet long and ten

inches square and put it in a wagon. We 
were feeble, and we continued so until we 
landed on Europe’s shores, and then dis-
ease left us. The Devil meant to afflict us, 
to see whether he could not back us out; 
but he had two hard fellows to deal with.

The Lord was with us, and His an-
gels went before us; and when we went 
to Kirtland, the people would not let us 
preach there only once apiece. I preached 
once, and compared them to a mess of 
old cracked pots, and everything else I 
could think of, and declared that I would 
not preach there again. I never wanted to. 
They said that we were under the censure 
of the Almighty, because we were sick and 
afflicted. The Lord suffered it to be so, 
that He might try their righteousness and 
virtue.

Let us go to work, every man and wom-
an of us, and lay up our stores, and build 
good storehouses, and increase. If we will 
do this, brethren, we will have some of the 
finest seasons you ever saw. Our grain will 
increase, and we will lay a foundation for 
the world and the ungodly, and we will 
buy them for our servants. They will be 
glad to come and work for us for bread, 
and each one of us will be like Joseph in 
Egypt was to his father’s house. They will 
come to us and buy grain and the good 
things of this world; for I know that we are 
the people who have got to do that thing.

Will you be slack, brethren, and let 
the evil come upon us, when we forewarn 
you of the future events that are coming? 
Now, supposing that I had not the spirit 
of prophecy upon me, then I had better 
sit down. If a man gets up here and lets 
the Spirit of God dictate him, he cannot 
help prophesying, for the Holy Ghost is  
the Spirit of prophecy, and he will fore- 
tell future events, and you cannot help 
it. We are telling of what the prophets
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