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an experience with regard to the feel-

ings of over one hundred brethren during

our late travels. Perfect peace and union

reigned. If there was a cross word, I did

not hear it; if there was a cross look, I did

not see it; if there was a cross feeling, I

did not perceive it. Can any other com-

munity produce such a set of men and

women? Is any other people blessed like

this people? No. We have the privilege

now of living in peace, of securing to our-

selves our temporal salvation: we enjoy

this right. And we will find those words

of brother Kimball to be true with regard

to the suffering of the children of men

around us; and if we do not hearken to

the counsel given us, we will see the day

in which we will wish that we had. We

will lament, if we do not go to and secure

to ourselves means for our temporal ex-

istence.

It is true that the Savior says, "Seek

first the kingdom of God and His righ-

teousness;" but now we have the king-

dom of heaven with us. We have sought

it, and we have it in our possession. We

enjoy the blessings of that kingdom; con-

sequently, if we neglect everything else,

we would be foolish, we would become

extinct. But inasmuch as we have the

kingdom of God within us, inasmuch as

we have it here among us, inasmuch as

we have the keys of it, the glory of it,

the comfort of it, the power of it, and

the laws of it, let us now go to and

sustain our bodies, that we may live

long on the earth to do good. And let

us sustain our families—our wives and

children—inasmuch as we have the nec-

essary means and blessings preparatory

to having all things added unto us.

Be wise: be as wise as the gener-

ations of this world. In the days of

Jesus, those who received the kingdom

and the spirit of the kingdom seemed

to lose all sight of a temporal salva-

tion; and Jesus said to his disciples, "The

children of this world are wiser in their

generations than the children of light."

The children of light did not know how to

sustain themselves; they did not under-

stand how to preserve themselves and

the kingdom with them.

There is danger on the other hand

with this people. We have witnessed it;

we have an abundant proof of it, that

when the people actually turn to the

world and seek after the things of this

world, in order to secure to themselves

the comforts of life, their affections ap-

pear to be weaned from the kingdom of

God, and they become attached to the

things of the world. It would be better

if you and I never should have anything

pertaining to this world, than to lose the

spirit of the Gospel and love the world.

But have we not learned enough? Do

we not now understand enough to know

that strict economy is required at our

hands, in order to sustain ourselves and

prepare for our friends, and also for our

foes, and to be able to deal out the staff

of life, not only to our friends, but also

to our foes, and prove to them, what we

have preached all the day long, that we

are the friends of mankind? We are ac-

tually their friends, not only spiritually,

but temporally. Let us go to, then, and

lay up in our storehouses, and prepare

for the day of famine, of sorrow, and of

trouble; for all those things written in

the prophecies, in ancient days and in

this our day, will surely come upon the

inhabitants of the earth.

I bless you and your substance, with

all that pertains to you; and if I could,

I would so bring the Spirit of God upon

you that you might have eyes to see, and

be able to know the mind and will of God

for yourselves.

We are in the happiest situation of

any people in the world. We inhabit

the very land in which we can live in


