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peace; and there is no other place on this
earth that the Saints can now live in with-
out being molested. Suppose, for instance,
you should go to California. Brothers
Amasa Lyman and Charles C. Rich went
and made a settlement in South California,
and many of the brethren were anxious
that the whole Church should go there.

If we had gone there, this would have
been about the last year in which any of
the Saints could stay there. They would
have been driven from their homes. It is
about the last year that brother Amasa can
stay there. Were he to tell you the true sit-
uation of that place, he would tell you that
hell reigns there, and that it is just as much
as any “Mormon” can do to live there, and
that it is about time for him and every true
Saint to leave that land.

Suppose that we should go south. A
great many wanted to go to the Gila River:
that was proposed when we first came to
this Valley. It was said to be a lovely coun-
try, and that men could live there almost
without labor. What if we had gone there?
You see what has followed us here; but
what would have been the result, if we
had gone there? Long before this time we
would have been outnumbered by our en-
emies: there would have been more against
us than for us in our community. Suppose
we had gone to Texas, where Lyman
Wight went? He tried to make all the
Saints believe that Joseph wanted to take
the whole Church there. Long before this,
we would have been killed, or compelled
to leave that country. We could not have
lived there; and it is as much as ever they
can do to let us alone here.

As I have often said, I am thankful
to a fulness that the Lord has brought
us to these barren valleys, to these ster-
ile mountains, to this desolate waste,
where only Saints can or would
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live, to a region that is not desired by an-
other class of people on the earth. When
they come and have succeeded in getting
our money, they will not stay any longer.
When they have made all they can out of
the Latter-day Saints, they wish to leave.
And when you see a person who becomes
tired of “Mormonism,” and falters in his
path, backslides in his feelings, at once
his eye is to the States, to California, or to
some other place besides this. Though, pre-
vious to their departure, such persons will
write to their friends, and to newspapers
abroad, every conceivable misrepresenta-
tion; and even the majority of the officers
that have been sent here are trying to make
the Government believe that we are taking
the country; that we are actually usurping
power to ourselves with regard to the soil;
that we are transgressing the laws of the
United States; that we are treasoners in our
feelings, alienated from our Government,
and so on and so forth. They also declare
that the “Mormons” are getting out what
little timber there is in the canyons, and
that if the timber is used up this land is not
worth one penny an acre.

In playing the game that they do, they
give us nine out of ten. A gentleman by the
name of Morrill wished to deliver a speech
in the House of Representatives, on the
“Mormon” question; but his friends man-
aged to prevent it; for they saw the light
surface on which he rode while he was writ-
ing his speech. They saw that the delivery of
his speech would do the “Mormons” more
good than harm, and they managed to head
off its delivery by a motion to adjourn,
which prevailed. He felt chagrined at losing
the opportunity to make his speech, which
he thought was full of thunder, and which
occupies six-and-a-half columns in a large
newspaper, and much of it in nonpareil
type. They did not want to hear it. Every
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