PRACTICAL RELIGION, ETC.

man of sense said, “Mr. Morrill, this will
destroy your influence with your constitu-
ents, and do the ‘Mormons’ more good
than hurt, and ruin our cause.” No doubt
his friends wished to steal it from him and
let it have a stillbirth; but Mr. Morrill feels
himself imposed upon, runs straightway to
the Globe Office, and gets it stuck into the
paper, much to our credit and advantage.
That is the way all our enemies do; they
overshoot the mark they are aiming at.
Another man has written and got
published a long article; and I have re-
ally thought that I would like to have the
speech, which was never delivered, the
long article, and some other articles of
like character read before the public con-
gregation. William Smith, brother to the
Prophet, is the one suspected of having
dictated the writing of the long article
mentioned. He defies the United States to
send a Governor here that can do anything
with the “Mormons,” except himself. He
declares that no man can go to Utah but
a man who is well acquainted with the
“Mormons,” and one who has as much
influence among them as Brigham Young;
and presents himself as the man. He also
tells about the Danites, and asserts that
they are in every town and city throughout
the whole of the United States, and that
their object is not known by the people;
that they are all over the world; that there
are thousands of them; and that the life of
every officer that comes here is in the hands
of the Danites; that even the President of
the United States is not safe; for, at one
wink from Brigham, the Danites will be
upon him and kill him. After all this, he
says that no man can go there; and when
he gets through with his story, sufficiently
so to expose who he is, he says, in purport,
“I can go there; and if you do not believe
me, try me; and if you think I cannot,
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give me the right to go there with a good
large army.

Judge Drummond comes out with
death and thunder on the “Mormons,”
and that no other man ought to govern
the “Mormons” but Judge Drummond,
the HORSE DEALER; and so it goes. And
they publish that we have thousands and
tens of thousands of men scattered over the
world, full of fervor, integrity, and courage,
and ready at a moment’s warning. Just one
word from Brigham, and they are ready to
slay all before them; and then they turn
round and proclaim that the “Mormons”
ought to be used up, and that you can do
this and that with them. It is all a pack of
nonsense, the whole of it.

“The devil is mad, and I am glad;

And what can we do to please him?”

I know what I think, but I will not tell
it now. It would please me better to have
him kicked out of doors than anything
else, and especially from this community.

If we would not say one word about
people’s living their religion, and let this
Temple alone, and the spirit of improve-
ment in regard to our religion, and every-
thing pertaining to the world, and bid the
world welcome to our houses and firesides,
and strike hands with them, and call them
our friends, we should have no difficulty
with them. They have nothing against
us, only they cannot do as they please
when they come here, but have to ob-
serve the laws of the United States and this
Territory, and a certain degree of moral de-
corum. They cannot do as they please in
their corruptions, and they raise a hue and
cry against the “Mormons.”

If we would not say to the brethren and
sisters, Try and live your religion according
to the Spirit of the Gospel, grow in grace, and
in the knowledge of the truth, and in all the
graces and gifts of God’s Spirit, all would be

5/13/20 8:50 PM



