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am not obliged to mingle my voice with

the wicked and the ungodly; I am not

obliged to associate with them. Brother

Rich knows what it is to be with the

wicked, for he has been living in the

nethermost corner of sin and iniquity for

a long time; and he knows how to appre-

ciate the society of the Saints here—how

to mingle with them with a heart of grat-

itude.

I wish to say a fewwords to the Saints

upon what we call our holy religion. If

you and I are in the line of our duty when

we talk, when we sing, when we preach,

whenwe pray, whenwe rise up and when

we lie down, when we go out and when

we come in, in all the varied scenes and

duties of this busy life, every iota that

we perform is embraced in our holy re-

ligion. The one is inseparably connected

with the other through the whole march

of life, from the day that persons know

the truth until they have completed their

work on the earth preparatory to enter-

ing into a higher state of bliss. The reli-

gion that we have embraced is designed

to correct people, to give them a true sys-

tem, true laws, true ordinances, true cus-

toms, and to correct them in every point

in all the social duties and enjoyments of

life. It teaches us every principle that is

necessary to prepare people here on the

earth to become a perfect Zion—the pure

in heart—a perfect heaven on earth.

When the law is revealed to us and

the ordinances committed to our charge,

if we exercise ourselves therein accord-

ing to the best knowledge and wisdom

that we have, and continue so to do,

God will add to us, until we shall know

how to establish Zion in perfection, and

have the kingdom of God, in the ful-

ness thereof, in our midst and within

us, and enjoy the society of holy be-

ings. All the real business we have

on hand is to promote our religion.

When the brethren rise up here to

exhort you, as brother Hyde has, to at-

tend to a little temporal business, that

is a portion of our religion. I told you,

I think, last Sabbath, while speaking

on that subject, to seek now to sustain

this community—to seek to sustain our-

selves. As brother Hyde has remarked,

the first thing now to attend to is to pre-

pare for a day of want and sorrow.

I told you, you will recollect, that we

have the kingdom of God with us: we

sought that first. There may be here

and there, in this congregation, a person

who has not done this; but almost every

man and woman before me have sought

the kingdom of God with all their hearts.

Some may have done so in Missouri,

in Illinois, in other parts of the United

States, in Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Ger-

many, France, England, and in many

other foreign lands. They have sought

the kingdom of God with all their hearts,

and have found it, and enjoy the princi-

ples, and spirit, and power of it. It is that

which gives me the privilege of looking at

you in these distant valleys.

We have got the kingdom: we sought

it with all our hearts; though many of us

have been robbed of our substance not

less than five times. Yes, we have been

robbed many times of all we possessed

on earth, because we sought the king-

dom of God and its principles. We have

been driven from our homes time and

time again. We have many times suf-

fered the loss of all temporal possessions.

I say we; though there are brethren and

sisters here who have not been in the

Church over a year, and some two, oth-

ers three years; but you are numbered

with the Saints, and the Saints have suf-

fered the loss of all things, time and time

again. What for? For the kingdom of

heaven's sake and its righteousness.


