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It is our privilege to be as wise in our

generation as the children of this world;

and not only so, but it is our duty to be

as wise in our generation as the children

of this world. We have the true light

and knowledge, and we ought to know

as much as the philosophical world, or

as any other people on the earth. We

ought at least to know as much about

politics as do the political world, or as

do any other people. I expect that we

do; and if we only apply our minds in

the proper time and channel, we know

as much about the Christian world as do

any other people, and we ought to know

as much about the whole world as do any

other people. In fact, we ought to know

more upon all those matters than any

other people; for we are privileged with

far superior advantages, through faith

and obedience to the Gospel.

There is one principle which we will

acknowledge to be infallible; and I feel

like illustrating it by a few circum-

stances pertaining to this people. We

are under obligation to trust in our God;

and this is the groundwork of all we can

do ourselves. You know that we cannot

actually make one hair white or black

by exercising the power that we have.

We cannot, as it is written, add to our

stature one cubit. That proves that in

and of ourselves alone we can do noth-

ing. We have been trusting in God, you

know, all the time, in order to accomplish

what we have. We have trusted in the

Lord, or we never would have received

this Gospel. We have had confidence in

him, and in His revealed will to the chil-

dren of men. If we should lose this con-

fidence, our faith, and our hope, we are

then left without any strength; conse-

quently we know better than to leave our

God. In performing everything we can

for our temporal salvation, do you not

naturally understand that it is through

a more or less implicit confidence in our

God?

It is not by our works alone, but we

are co-workers with the God of heaven—

with our Father: we are helpers. We ex-

pect to be saved, and we have the work

to perform to save ourselves. That is

necessary to give us experience to know

what to do with our salvation when we

have obtained it. We do not intend to for-

sake our God, nor to say that we have

done this or that; for we have not done

it alone, and do not expect to. We must

learn, and I may say that very many

have learned in a great degree, that it is

by implicit confidence in our God that we

perform all that we do here pertaining to

His kingdom on the earth.

We have heard much said, during six

months past, to this congregation, with

regard to our acts—with regard to our

conduct one towards the other. There

has been much said in regard to the

spirit of reform. That spirit manifested

itself in the case of our immigration last

season. We did prove to God, angels,

and good men and good women, also to

wicked men and women, and to the dev-

ils in hell, that we had confidence in our

God and in our religion.

Perhaps many of the congregation

are ignorant with regard to the true

situation of this community, in a tem-

poral point of view, at the time assis-

tance was sent to our late immigration

and for the year past. You may take

men that are keen observers, close cal-

culators, and they can prove to them-

selves and to you this one fact, that last

September—and I do not know but in

August—this community had eaten up

the small amount of produce that grew

the previous year, so that there was not

a bushel of grain to start upon, or that

had been kept over. When the harvest

came, and the grain and vegetables were

all gathered, the declaration of close ob-


