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matters. As I have frequently told you,

and tell you now, when the business of

this Church that belongs here to be con-

ducted is conducted in other lands, we

have as yet no men but what get in a

muss and entangle our feet. They un-

dertake to do that which should be done

here, and God is not with them to dic-

tate their doings as they should be dic-

tated, and they fail in their calculations.

Such transactions had somewhat strait-

ened our financial condition. We were

not ready to discharge this one debt. We

had expected to pay the debt in cash, but

had the opportunity of paying it with the

cattle, when upon examination we had

but a few scattering here and there—a

few cows, and a few two-year-olds and

yearlings. Last spring we raked the herd

ground, and gathered up all the cattle

that would answer any purpose for work-

ing, for sale, or for beef.

Said I, "Every cow that I own shall

go to pay this debt; and if the brethren

will come and buy my mules and horses,

they shall go also." The next man said

the same—"We will turn out our whole

stock, and pay this debt, and trust in God

for the result."

We stopped the teams which were

hauling stone, expecting that we should

have to go to drawing stone with our

horses and mules. By that method we

had one hundred head of cattle to turn

into good feed, to rest a few days, and

be fit for traveling. We had sent north

and south to the Bishops of the vari-

ous wards, and also hunted the ranges

for our own cattle; and, said I, "I know

that God has provided for me, and I am

not afraid to trust Him;" and so said the

next, and the next. We wanted to turn

out four hundred head of cattle, in order

to accomplish what was desired.

Yesterday we turned out the last of

the cattle that we needed to pay that

debt. We went to the herd ground,

where brother Stringham had said there

were none, and we got about one hun-

dred and seventy head there. And the

brethren began to bring in and bring in,

and the cattle that we had drawn stone

with are all still in the good feed, and

the debt is paid, and we have now al-

most two hundred head of cattle on hand

more than we had when we commenced.

We are now better supplied with cattle

for teams and beef, and with milk cows,

and everything of the kind, than when

we commenced; and we have not touched

one of those animals that we needed to

work on the Public Works.

But if I had puckered up to begin

with, and if brother Kimball, and brother

Wells, and Bishops Hunter, Hardy, and

Little, and the rest of the brethren had

done the same, and then sent out to

see whether the brethren abroad would

turn out stock to meet the liability, we

never would have got those cattle into

our hands. We would not even have

seen them in the Territory; our eyes

would have been so darkened that we

could not so much as have seen them. I

will venture that we can find more cat-

tle now than we could six weeks ago,

notwithstanding we have just turned out

so many. These are stubborn facts; there

is no dodging them. They cannot be phi-

losophized away withme, for I know they

are true.

If this people will continue in well do-

ing, I warrant them that they will mul-

tiply. You know the figure that brother

Kimball presents once in a while; but

I am not for stripping the old cow to

death. And I say to the brethren, If any

of you have turned out a cow or cattle

to your injury, come, and we will return

them again. If you do not wish for them

back, feel as I do, and let them go. I

have given them, and I will not go and

take them back again. A good many

have turned out cattle on donation.

When we wrote to the Bishops on the


