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ject to you. It is impossible for any man

to rise here and exhibit the true state of

this people—of the blessings of the favor

of God towards them. That is not to be

known or realized, except by the revela-

tions of the Spirit of the Lord.

This is the kingdom of God; and no

man can understand it, except by the

Spirit of God. We are enjoying the bless-

ings of our Father in heaven. No person

can understand these blessings, except

by the Spirit of revelation. When that

Spirit has gone from the hearts of indi-

viduals, these valleys cease to be the val-

leys of peace to them, cease to be the val-

leys of comfort and joy to them, and they

seek for other climes. They first wander

from the Saints and from their religion

in their feelings, and finally they wander

in person.

This people are blessed, and are a

blessed people. When I meditate upon

our present circumstances, and view the

situation of the people, I can feel noth-

ing in my heart only to say, "God bless

them." They are a God-blessed people.

They do manifest to God, angels, and

men, that they are willing to sacrifice,

if we may use the expression, all that

they have, or expect to have in this

world, in its present situation, that they

may be the children of light, and walk

in the favor of God, and secure their

inheritance in the celestial kingdom of

our God. All else is in the shade to

them. They prove by their works that

they are a blessed people, and you will

be blessed. You need have no fear but

the fear to offend God. If you have any

tremblings in your hearts, or timid feel-

ings with regard to our present situa-

tion, let me tell you one thing, which

is as true as that the sun now shines,

that whatever transpires with us, with

our enemies, with the world here or

there, will still more promote the king-

dom of God on the earth, and bring to

a final end the kingdoms of this world.

But the people of the Most High God

must be tried. It is written that they will

be tried in all things, even as Abraham

was tried. If we are called to go upon

Mount Moriah to sacrifice a few of our

Isaacs, it is no matter; we may just as

well do that as anything else. I think

there is a prospect for the Saints to have

all the trials they wish for, or can desire.

Do not be discouraged when you hear of

wars, and rumors of wars, and tumults,

and contentions, and fighting, and blood-

shed; for behold they are at the thresh-

olds of our doors. Now, do not let your

hearts faint; for all this will promote

the kingdom of God, and it will increase

upon the earth. Why? Because the world

will decrease. We will be strengthened,

while they will be weakened. Righteous

principles will be multiplied and spread

abroad, while wickedness will diminish

and become limited in its power. The

Saints of the Most High will increase.

God's kingdom will increase upon the

earth. And all we have to do, in order

to increase, is to be sure that we are the

children of God, inheritors of the bless-

ings, promises, and faith of Abraham of

old: then, whatever transpires, it is no

matter.

The world are determined to destroy

the kingdom of God upon the earth:

they wish to obliterate it. The king-

doms of darkness are determined to de-

stroy this kingdom. In their feelings

they are fighting you and me, and do not

know that they are contending against

Jehovah. They have not the least idea

of that, but think they are contend-

ing against the "Mormons." They are

not contending against you and me—

they are contending against the God of

heaven. Do you think he can man-

age his own affairs? "Yes, if he only

will," you say. Do you think He can

lead this people to victory and glory?

"O yes," every heart responds, "if He


