
am found on the left hand.” Shall I give 
them occasion to make such an accusa-
tion? No. I wish to give everyone as good 
a chance for salvation as I have myself; 
then out of their own mouths they will be 
judged. If the Lord did not take this plan, 
we would not.

I will tell you a truth; it is God’s truth; 
it is eternal truth: neither you nor I would 
ever be prepared to be crowned in the 
celestial kingdom of our Father and our 
God, without devils in this world. Do you 
know that the Saints never could be pre-
pared to receive the glory that is in reserve 
for them, without devils to help them to 
get it? Men and women never could be 
prepared to be judged and condemned out 
of their own mouths, and to be set upon 
the left hand, or to have it said to them, 
“Go away into everlasting darkness,” with-
out the power both of God and the devil. 
We are obliged to know and understand 
them, one as well as the other, in order 
to prepare us for the day that is coming, 
and for our exaltation. Some of you may 
think that this is a curious principle, but it 
is true. Refer to the Book of Mormon, and 
you will find that Nephi and others taught 
that we actually need evil, in order to make 
this a state of probation. We must know 
the evil in order to know the good. There 
must needs be an opposition in all things. 
All facts are demonstrated by their oppo-
sites. You will learn this in the Bible, the 
Book of Mormon, and in the revelations 
given through Joseph. We must know and 
understand the opposition that is in all 
things, in order to discern, choose, and re-
ceive that which we do know will exalt us 
to the presence of God. You cannot know 
the one without knowing the other. This is 
a true principle.

Bre thren  and  s i s t e r s ,  my  hea r t  
rejoices exceedingly.  I  cannot talk

all my feelings, I cannot tell you what I feel 
and what I see in the spirit; for, as I lately 
told you, if I should undertake to manifest 
my feelings before the people, I might dis-
play a style and manner which many would 
deem that of a perfect ranting Methodist, 
and halloo, and shout Glory! Hallelujah! 
Praise the Lord! and this, that, and the oth-
er. The tongue of man cannot express the 
feelings I have in seeing this people return-
ing unto the Lord, in seeing them faithful 
to their covenants, in seeing that there is 
no contention among them, in seeing the 
willingness and obedience of their feelings. 
They are willing at the call to go and do 
whatever is required of them. I contem-
plate these things; they are before me.

I will cite one instance of the freedom 
from contention. Brothers Lamb and Jolly 
came to me the other day with a difficulty 
that existed between them. Brother Lamb 
has seen the day in this Church when there 
would have to have been a High Council 
over such a case as he and brother Jolly 
came to me about; but in five minutes it 
was settled, and both parties felt perfect-
ly satisfied. How did it used to be? They 
would argue and argue, and aggravate 
feelings in themselves and in others. Now 
brethren will come and settle a difficulty in 
two or three minutes, and say, “It is right; 
all is right; all I want is to know what right 
is, and 1 am ready to do it. I have no will 
of my own: give me the good Spirit, and 
I feel right; I bow down to it, and feel the 
power and blessing of my God.”

When I see the people willing and obe-
dient, my heart is all the time full to over-
flowing. I almost sit up nights to say, God 
bless you. And I say further, let every man 
on the face of this earth that curses this 
people be cursed. [Many voices, “Amen.”] 
And every  man that  b le s se s  them
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