2 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

glory of eternity, and that prison is a palace
to him. Again, let a man be seated upon a
throne with power and dominion in this
world, ruling his millions and millions, and
without that peace which flows from the
Lord of Hosts—without that contentment
and joy that comes from heaven, his palace
is a prison; his life is a burden to him; he lives
in fear, in dread, and in sorrow. But when a
person is filled with the peace and power of
God, all is right with him.

I cannot be satisfied with myself, neither
can [ be satisfied with this people, unless
they live in the enjoyment of the Spirit of
the Lord Jesus Christ, having the testimo-
ny of Jesus within them. When they live
in that manner, they are prepared to judge
of all matters that come before them; they
are then capable of discerning between
truth and error, light and darkness. They
can then readily discover the things that
are not of God, and distinguish them from
those that are. This is the only way for you
to know that your leaders are leading you
in the path that leads to heaven. Without
taking this course, a people or nation is li-
able to be led astray by their leaders, and
thereby be prepared to be destroyed; but
when the people understand for them-
selves—when they know and understand
the things of God by the Spirit of revela-
tion, they are not only satisfied but safe. If
this people will do as they are told—will
please those who preside over them, they
will do well for themselves. And if they will
do this from morning to evening and from
evening to morning, all will be right, and
their acts will tend to promote the king-
dom of God upon the earth.

As brother Wells lately observed here, it is
very little difference what comes or goes. If
the world are angry at us, that only fits and
prepares them for their destruction. If they
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afflict the Saints of God, it prepares them
for their reward; it prepares the righteous
for bliss and immortality, and the wicked
are the sooner ripened for their doom. It
is very little difference whether men come
here as soldiers or as civilians, all will pro-
mote the interest of the kingdom of God.
It will promote the interests of the Saints,
inasmuch as they are united; and though
the wicked, in their eagerness to destroy
the Saints of God, do not see this, yet God
will make it all turn for the good of His
people.

True, this people might have done bet-
ter; but, considering all circumstances,
they have done as well as could be expect-
ed. It might be shown to them, and per-
haps this congregation will acknowledge
it, that if this people had invariably been
careful to observe counsel, they would have
promoted the kingdom of heaven a great
deal faster than they have. I will bring up
a circumstance to illustrate this idea—
one relating to us in these Valleys of the
Mountains. It was just now observed by
brother Feramorz Little that his feelings
would be perfectly satisfied if he should
never see another train of goods come in
here for sale among this people. I would
have been satisfied, if that could have been
the case from the beginning.

At a time here when a person could go
with a sackful of gold and say to a man,
“Can [ hire you to do some work for me? I
have a sackful of gold;” and the man would
say, “No; I cannot do it;” and every man
would say, “No; I am too busy; I cannot
do it;” and the person still saying, “I have
hats full of gold;” but it was so plentiful,
that men had such quantities of money that
they were lugging it about until their backs
ached—suppose that that money had been
put into the hands of the Trustee-in-Trust,
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