4 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

eternity. But I would not be prepared for
that sphere of action, unless I could man-
age the things that are now within my
reach. You must all learn to do this.

If the people take a wise course and let
a few have the handling of the wheat and
other commodities that are for sale, and let
those who wish to buy come to them to
purchase, it would be much better for this
people. By pursuing that course, our ene-
mies would either be under the necessity of
giving us a fair price, or have to purchase
their supplies in the States, and haul them
across the plains, through the hills, and
over the mountains. How do you think
they would prosper in that operation? I
think they would soon become discour-
aged and want to leave these regions.

It is an ignorant excitement which
causes some people in the States to feel and
act as they do. Who is there, of all who are
really acquainted with our proceedings and
will let good reason and good sense oper-
ate, that has one word to say against us?
No one. But the priests have hallooed so
much about these Latter-day Saints—the
“Mormons” as they term us, that they have
become excited; and what is the reason of
their outcry? It is simply this—we have the
words of eternal life, and they have not;
we serve the God of heaven and they serve
somebody, they know not whom. We have
the true religion that the Bible gives an
account of, and they seem to be entirely
ignorant of it and of the God of heaven.
Only let us leave God out of our religion,
and all would be right.

A great many have said to you and me,
“Just leave out Joe Smith, the Book of
Mormon, and modern revelations, and you
will become popular.” Brother Clements
said, last Sunday, that he told a priest that he
could materially abridge that leaving out by
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saying, “Just leave God out of the ques-
tion, and you will be ‘Hail fellows well
met.”” We are not going to leave out
Joseph Smith, the Book of Mormon, nor
the gathering, nor the building up of Zion.

You hear brethren talk of coming to
Zion to enjoy the blessings of this land; but
do you not see that it is the shortsighted-
ness of men which causes their disappoint-
ment when they arrive here? They read in
the Bible, in the Book of Mormon, and
Book of Doctrine and Covenants, about
Zion, and what it is to be; but brother Park
and others could not realize, before they
came here, that they were the ones to help
to build up Zion. They gather here with
the spirit of Zion resting upon them, and
expecting to find Zion in its glory, whereas
their own doctrine should teach them that
they are coming here to make Zion.

We can make Zion, or we can make
Babylon, just as we please. We can make
just what we please of this place. The
people can make Zion: they can make a
heaven within themselves. When people
gather here, they should come with a deter-
mination to make Zion within themselves,
with the resolution that, “I will carry my-
self full of the Spirit of Zion wherever I go;
and this is the way in which I will control
evil spirits; for I mean that my spirit shall
have control over evil:” and do you not see
that such a course will make Zion?

This American continent will be Zion;
for it is so spoken of by the prophets.
Jerusalem will be rebuilt and will be the
place of gathering, and the tribe of Judah
will gather there; but this continent of
America is the land of Zion.

The priests are angry because they
are afraid that their religion is noth-
ing but a sandy-foundationed fabric;
and whenever they meditate upon the
subject and humble themselves, and the
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