
them bring those priests, editors, and poli-
ticians who have howled so long about us, 
and we will attend to their cases. But I pray 
that I may never witness such scenes as I 
have in the midst of this people. If they 
will let us alone, we will preach the Gospel; 
and if they do not, we will do it, and we 
will build up Zion, if all the devils in hell 
howl. Let us know that we have to build 
up Zion until the Spirit of peace shall over-
rule our country.

Do you ever reflect upon the matter? 
Look at St. Louis. More murders have been 
committed there in almost any few days 
than have been committed in this Territory 
since it was organized. It is customary there 
to have murders committed almost daily; 
but we, above all other people, ought nev-
er to have such a crime committed in our 
midst; and we never have had, so far as the 
Latter-day Saints are concerned.

I will now tell you something. It is a se-
cret; and I wish you to keep it to yourselves. 
There have been men here who have had 
their plans arranged for robbing; and I will 
take the liberty to say that, when we find 
them, “judgment will be laid to the line, 
and righteousness to the plummet.” Those 
are my feelings, and I express them plainly, 
that the good and honest may be able to 
pass from the Eastern States to California, 
and back and forth, in peace. And when

a “Mormon” unlawfully disturbs anybody, 
I say, let him be overtaken by a “Vigilance 
Committee.” And when mobocrats come 
here, they will find a “Vigilance Com
mittee.” Now, listeners, send that to the 
States, if you wish. I want the people in the 
States to know that there are a few poor 
curses here, and also to know that we do 
not want a gang of highwaymen here. And 
I say to all such characters, if you come 
here and practice your iniquity, we will 
send you home quick, whenever we can 
catch and convict you. I wish such charac-
ters would let the boys have a chance to lay 
their hands on them.

If men come here and do not behave 
themselves, they will not only find the 
Danites, whom they talk so much about, 
biting the horses’ heels, but the scoundrels 
will find something biting their heels. In my 
plain remarks, I merely call things by their 
right names. Brother Kimball is noted in the 
States for calling things by their right names, 
and you will excuse me if I do the same.

We will build up Zion and establish the 
kingdom of God upon the earth, and the 
wicked cannot help themselves. I have not 
built up this kingdom, neither did Joseph 
Smith. What the Lord told brother Joseph 
to do, that he did. And what the Lord tells 
you and me to do we will do, by the help 
of God. May God bless us all. Amen.
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