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I thank the Lord that I am once

more in your midst, and for the privi-

lege of striking hands with my brethren

and sisters. But when I think that

the enemies of all righteousness are

raging, I feel to thank the Lord for

the fulfillment of the words of His

servants. I realize and know that

the keys of exaltation rest in the

midst of Israel; and when the heathen

rage, and the people imagine a vain

thing, and the rulers take counsel to-

gether against the Lord and against His

anointed, then "He that sitteth in the

Heavens shall laugh at their calamity:

the Lord shall have them in derision."

Amen.
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Brethren and sisters—I arise to call

your attention to a subject that has been

presented to you, time after time, from

this stand. I may, perhaps, refresh your

minds, and present some things to you

that you may not have fully compre-

hended or understood.

We have been told to store up our

grain and to take care of it. The his-

tory of the past forms ample ground for

advice of this kind. We have not only

seen, but felt the folly of placing too low

an estimate upon the productions of the

earth. When they were plentiful, they

have been thought of little value. We

have found ourselves comparatively des-

titute at times, in consequence, and, in

the time of this scarcity, have suffered

in our feelings—have been pinched with

hunger; and it does seem that the sub-

ject of laying up our grain has been pre-

sented under circumstances that cannot

fail to impress every heart with its im-

portance.

I will tell you how things look to

me. They look as though the Lord

had said—I have tried my people; I

have withheld the bounties of the earth,

and in this day of want I have given them

advice to store up their grain: and if ever

they could be brought into circumstances

to make them appreciate these words, it

is now.

It is now a pretty scarce time for

clothing: it is hard to get many of the

comforts of life in the shape of wearing

apparel. We have no money: many of us

have no surplus of the products of the

earth to exchange; and if we had, our

market is comparatively bare of many of

the articles we need.

Some consider that great trials await

us; but I will call your attention to

one. It is a very great trial to be

short of clothing, boots, shoes, &c. (to

say nothing of the silks, ribbons, laces,

and other gewgaws), to answer our de-

sires, and perhaps not our real wants

and comforts. But the Lord may pour

out an abundant harvest of grain; and,

while we are destitute of those things,

our granaries may be groaning with the

weight of the grain that is in them. But


