STORING UP GRAIN, ETC.

by-and-by the market is richly supplied
with goods, such as we need. It is sup-
plied with every material or fabric, and
perhaps silver and gold, and a liberal
price is offered for our grain; and with
this grain we can buy those articles of
clothing that we need. Now here comes
the trial. (But keep in mind "home
manufacture.") We know these circum-
stances pinch. We want the clothing, and
we have an abundance around us, and
means in our hands to obtain those ar-
ticles in exchange for our produce and
wheat. This will try us, whether we will
abide the counsel that has been given, or
whether we will not. I presume to say
that just such circumstances will appear
before this people. I have not the least
hesitancy upon my mind in saying that
such will be the case. Here you have
grain to any amount; and here is your
silver, your gold, your goods, your gro-
ceries, and your wares of every kind, and
everything that you can desire to make
yourselves comfortable. Now, all this is
in the midst of this counsel to store up
your grain, and to hold on to it. It is the
counterpart, or tempter to beguile. How
many will there be who will go and ex-
change one for the other? Say one and
another, I must have a little of this, a lit-
tle of that, and a little of the other; and
thus, little by little, goes the grain that
we were commencing to store up, until it
has leaked away and our granaries are
empty.

It is strange that we should do this,
when we really desire bread, and have so
keenly felt its need! We had none at one
time—that is, comparatively none. Star-
vation, ghastly and appalling, threw its
hideous forms and frightful shadows in
our face; and what was the counsel of
God then? Was it not to remain faithful
over the little that we had, and to divide
out the limited supplies that we had,
and to relieve the necessities of the poor
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and needy? And did not the people, in a
goodly degree, comply with this counsel?
Yes, they did. Well, has not our heavenly
Father, by multiplying our grain in our
storehouses, like the widow's meal and
oil, thwarted off impending calamities?
He certainly has.

Now there is a prospect of a bountiful
harvest. We cannot tell what may be; but
if we are true and faithful, like the nee-
dle to the pole, we shall have an abun-
dance to supply not only our present
wants, but some to lay by for the future.
This is the result of abiding in the coun-
sel of God, and the Lord says, I will give
them liberally; for they have said that
they will not let it go to waste; for they
design now to keep it for the children of
the kingdom and for the time of great
want, when strangers shall come to them
also for bread. And now, therefore, I will
pour out a bountiful harvest, to prove
their integrity.

I have told them to prove me, and
now I will prove them. You bring along
your tithes and offerings into my store-
house, and see if I will not pour out a
blessing—see if I will not open the win-
dows of heaven and pour out a blessing
that you will not have room to receive. I
will prove you now, and see if you will be
as faithful to me as I have been to you.

If this grain be stored up and prop-
erly taken care of, we may go destitute
of many comforts that we desire; but, af-
ter the Lord has proven us, in this re-
spect, to see if we will resist the tempta-
tions of the adversary—to see if we will
resist the shining gold and the fine ap-
parel, and to see if we will abide the
law, and lock up and preserve our grain,
is it not as easy for Him to provide us
with those things that we really need for
clothing as it was to increase our limited
stores, or to give us now a plentiful har-
vest? Is it not said, "Surely, thou shalt



