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clothe thyself with them all, and in their

glory shall ye boast yourselves." And is

it not said that the kings of the earth

shall bring their glory and riches to Zion?

What shall hinder them from bringing

the treasures by which we can all be

clothed? What will induce them to come

here at all with their riches, their gold,

and their silver, and fine apparel? Let

the Almighty shut down the gate of pros-

perity, as He will do, and a general

dearth ensue, and they know that in Zion

it is fruitful, and that the good things of

the earth are produced there—let them

know that there is bread, and you will

see them coming here to pour out their

treasures for a bit of bread; but if you

shall not have it stored up for them, you

will not do your duty. The Lord can do

this. He can bring these things about;

and, brethren, the test is right before

us. It is not an imaginary thing, but

it is actually coming to test us, to see

whether we will, under these circum-

stances, abide the counsel that has been

given to us.

There is hardly ever a commandment

given to any person or persons before

whom a temptation is not placed to de-

coy them, if possible, from an obedience

to that commandment. Our parents in

the garden of Eden had had but little

experience in this world; and it seemed

that they must have a trial correspond-

ing with the experience and knowledge

they had of things as they were. The

instruction of Father Adam was, "Of all

the trees in the garden thou mayest eat,

excepting one; and in the day thou eat-

est of that, thou shalt surely die." The

Lord said, "Adam and Eve, you may en-

joy yourselves; but there is one tree I

command you that ye shall not eat of; for

in the day that ye do, ye shall surely die."

It seems that they were well pro-

vided for. There was an abundance

of other kinds of fruits; but there was a

kind of itching desire for that which they

were forbidden to eat of; and they were

led on by temptation until they did par-

take of that fruit, and thus the devil got

power over them.

Well, if counsel has been given unto

us to store up our grain, I should not

wonder if there were temptations placed

before us, to induce us to noncompliance.

High prices in silver and gold may be of-

fered as an inducement. Men may come

and say, "I will give you a high price for

your wheat: here are goods of every kind

we will give for your grain." There, you

perceive, is the temptation and the coun-

sel before us. We should like the com-

forts of life, and would no doubt like to

purchase them; but the counsel of the

servants of the Lord would lead us to do

differently.

Such scenes as these, brethren and

sisters, we may see, and they may not be

far ahead of us. They may be very near;

for things change very suddenly some-

times. It is for us to abide in the coun-

sel of God, and never turn aside nor cast

a longing look upon the riches and com-

forts of this life, when we have to violate

a holy precept to gain them. Remem-

ber it, brethren and sisters; for I want to

impress it upon your minds. Keep your

grain for yourselves and for strangers

who, in times of famine abroad, seek

at your hands bread from heaven and

earth. When the servants of God set

good counsel before you, and these temp-

tations follow, they will not command,

perhaps, when the temptation is present;

and these things will be trying to you:

they will be so, to see if you will stand by

your integrity, or fall by your instability.

I want to tell a little anecdote

which came to my ears. I do not

know that I shall be right; but, if

I am wrong, there are those present


