STORING UP GRAIN, ETC.

who can correct me. It is said that there
is a man in this city, a natural miner,
who has a peculiar gift to discover met-
als of value, though hidden in the earth
at any depth. He can point out the very
place where they are. He happened in a
gentleman's house in this town one day,
and they were discussing his powers to
discern any metal in the earth. The lady,
doubting his ability, took a piece of lead,
and slyly stepped out and buried it, be-
ing careful to leave no visible marks by
which any other than herself could find
it. She returned and told him that in
the garden was a piece of lead buried,
and wished him to find it if he could.
He made the attempt; and, after a little
rambling, pointed to the very spot where
it was; but the lady, thinking to bluff
him off and discourage him, made per-
fect ridicule of him, and asked what had
led him to think it was there. She pre-
tended to regard him as insane, and the
poor man came to the conclusion that he
might be mistaken, as the lady appeared
so sanguine in her ridicule. He gave it
up as a mistake, doubting his own gift.
Since the time that he was bluffed off
from the faith in the natural gift that
God had given him—(Pres. H. C. Kim-
ball: And that by a woman!)—yes, and
since that, it has been taken away alto-
gether. Before this, he was never mis-
taken in such matters; but since, has
no more powers of discovering than any
other.

Now, we have the gift of God,
and that is the gift of wise counsel—
of good counsel given unto us for
the purpose of self-preservation. Will
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we, by any reason, by any craft, by
any device, by any machinations, by any
swerving from our purpose, lose that
gift? Remember that if we are upon the
enemies' ground, the gift that is given to
us may be destroyed or taken from us
forever; and probably the time may be
that you and I may not have the coun-
sel of the servants of God from day to
day. If it is necessary, however, we may
have it; and if it is not; remember it,
ye Latter-day Saints, and everybody that
fears God and serves Him with full pur-
pose of heart! Remember the counsel
that is given, "STORE UP ALL YOUR
GRAIN," and take care of it! Prize it
above gold and silver, above rich cloth-
ing and fine apparel, and above every-
thing else except the bread of life! And I
tell you it is almost as necessary to have
bread to sustain the body as it is to have
food for the spirit; for the one is as nec-
essary as the other, to enable us to carry
on the work of God upon the earth.

Brethren and sisters, may God bless
you, and bless your fields, and flocks, and
all that you possess. Take care of your
fields, your flocks, and your herds; take
care of and preserve everything that God
has given us to take care of upon the
earth. May God bless you, and bless us
all, and give us the gift of eternal life;
and may the angel of life preserve us;
and may we feel to lay shoulder to shoul-
der, and prove to God and our brethren
that we are ready and determined to roll
forth this great work—

"While life, or thought, or being lasts,
Or immortality endures."

—Amen.



