
the bark from the trees, and will break ev-
erything before it.

Let the spirit world peep, and rap, and rap, 
and rap again. We know you not. Depart, ye 
workers of iniquity, and get out of the way, 
and stop your peeping and rapping.

This is the kingdom of God. You talk 
about building up the kingdom of God; 
but how can you build up the kingdom 
of God, except you build up the king and 
his officers? We are to become kings and 
priests unto our God, in accordance with 
the revelations given to the Apostle John. 
Our lives are a preparatory work to fit us 
to receive that authority and power; and 
when we have got that, we will raise up 
a kingdom. You cannot raise up a king-
dom any greater than yourselves. And if 
you have not attended to these things, you 
cannot raise up a kingdom that will bring 
about the purposes of the Almighty.

How can I take a course to save the chil-
dren of men any further than I am saved 
myself? If I have saved myself today, I can 
save you today; and if I continue on and save 
myself tomorrow, I can save you tomorrow, 
and so on from day to day, until finally we 
are saved in the celestial kingdom of God.

Are the keys here? Yes, the very keys that 
our Father placed upon His Son Jesus; and 
He placed that authority upon Peter and 
his associates; and they have been restored 
again to this earth through the ministration 
of the Prophet Joseph.

It is written that the first shall be last, 
and the last first. This is the last kingdom, 
and the Lord will make it first; for it has 
got to raise up, and establish, and confer 
power upon every one of those kingdoms 
that have been. That is what we have got 
to do. Why do you not realize this? You 
could, if you lived your religion and called 
upon God by day and by night.

What good do your prayers  do,

when your works do not correspond? Men 
may talk about praying, and exhort the 
people to pray; and if you do not live in a 
manner to fulfil your prayers, what do they 
avail you? Faith is dead without works, 
just as much as my body is dead without 
my spirit. When my spirit leaves my body, 
my body is dead; but put them together, 
and they make a soul—a spirit in a taber-
nacle. What is the use of our professing to 
be Saints, unless we live our religion? By 
our faithfulness and by our good works we 
shall obtain knowledge.

How can you find out whether brother 
Brigham is called of God, except you have 
a revelation from God? And then some are 
not fully satisfied, but will doubt the rev-
elation that God has given them.

You think you would not. I have known 
many who have. Oliver Cowdery received 
revelations and wrote them; so did David 
Whitmer, and so did Thomas B. Marsh. 
About the time he was preparing to leave 
this Church, he received a revelation in the 
Printing Office. He retired to himself, and 
prayed, and was humble, and God gave 
him a revelation, and he wrote it. There 
were from three to five pages of it; and 
when he came out, he read it to brother 
Brigham and me. In it God told him what 
to do, and that was to sustain brother 
Joseph and to believe that what brother 
Joseph had said was true. But no; he took 
a course to sustain his wife and oppose the 
Prophet of God, and she led him away.

What!—sustain a woman, a wife, 
in preference to sustaining the Prophet 
Joseph, brother Brigham, and his breth-
ren! Your religion is vain when you take 
that course. Well, my wife may say, 
“If you will sustain Brigham in prefer-
ence to me, I will leave you.” I should 
reply, “Leave, and be damned!” and 
that very quickly. That is a part of my
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