
in all places, under all circumstances, and 
with all people.

We want to learn to get along comfort-
ably with the little duties of life that we 
meet with every day—that make up the 
labor of every day. We want to learn to do 
those things right. You want to learn to be 
as holy at home by your firesides as you are 
when you go to church. You want to feel 
well, to enjoy the Spirit of God in every 
condition and relation of life.

To love the truth supremely, above 
everything else is salvation. Do not sacri-
fice it, therefore, or throw it away, for the 
sake of indulging in a little petty quarrel at 
home or abroad.

How shall we honor God? We cannot 
administer to His wants directly, if He has 
any; but His children are here, and we can 
feed the hungry and clothe the naked. We 
can do that here. Whether there are any up 
yonder to be found in those destitute cir-
cumstances, or not, I do not know. I have 
not been there to see. I can see them here 
without going there; and one thing which 
makes me think that “Mormonism” is 
true, and that this view of it is true, is, be-
cause it is what I have experienced.

Now, if it is not the truth, then I am 
frank to say I do not know anything about 
it; but this is what I have learned. If I 
should find myself in a time or place that 
the Spirit of truth is not in me, and where 
I could not feel its sacred impulse to give 
shape and form to my actions, and regu-
late them according to the revealed will 
of heaven made known to me, I should 
be fearful and should have torment; for 
fear hath torment; I should be afraid I 
was going to apostatize—that some dark 
cloud was hanging around me, fatal to my 
happiness. But I have confidence in the  
truth, because it is that which abides  
with me all the time. In the darkest

spot I ever have been called to labor or 
travel in, or have had an existence in, since 
I embraced the truth, I have always had it 
present, and enjoyed its light.

If I knew there was any part or portion 
of myself that was not under the influence 
of “Mormonism,” or the Spirit of truth, I 
would want to get out that piece and par-
cel, and have it repent and be baptized for 
the remission of that sin, that the whole 
body might finally become perfectly holy 
and completely imbued with the influence 
of the Holy Ghost, the Spirit of truth, and 
the love of truth, which would preserve 
me today, tomorrow, and in all time from 
 falling away.

Is it necessary we should all feel so? I 
suppose it is just as necessary for you as for 
me. I do not suppose because I, through 
the favor or mercy of God and the kind 
dispensations of His will and providence, 
have been called to minister as one of the 
Twelve Apostles to bear off the Gospel to 
the nations of the earth, that it is any less 
needful for me, so far as my own soul is 
concerned, to enjoy the Spirit of God al-
ways than it is that you should. I shall be 
nothing more than saved when I have got 
all the way through, or as far along as it 
may be my lot to progress.

“But,” says one, “Won’t it be good for 
us if we do as we are told?” Yes. What 
will be the result? You will not always be 
under the necessity of being so miserably 
poor that you have to go out in the night 
to your neighbors to borrow a candle. Do 
people live this way? Yes. I have lived on 
borrowed light. How long? Until I got a 
candle of my own. Until the principles 
of truth became established in me, I 
lived on the strength of the instructions 
and light of heaven that dwelt in others,  
r e f l ec ted  by  them on my path—I

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES36

JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   36JOD Vol 5-LIVE.indd   36 5/13/20   8:52 PM5/13/20   8:52 PM


