
followed along by the light of a borrowed 
candle. How long? Until the Savior’s 
words were fulfilled, and the promise veri-
fied in myself, and the light of inspiration 
was planted in my own soul; then the 
blessings of light and truth came rolling 
upon me like a river.

Would to God that all the Saints enjoyed 
this light. What would be the result? There 
would be more practical purity, more righ-
teous actions, and less evil in the commu-
nity—more of the Spirit of God, as a natu-
ral consequence, because every Saint would 
be possessed of a living fountain of light and 
truth—that inspiration which inspires the 
Apostle, enlightens the mind of the Prophet, 
tears away the veil from the future, and en-
ables man to look upon and contemplate 
the excellencies of our Father’s kingdom.

It was in view of this that on a certain 
time, when report was made to one of the 
ministers of truth that some of the congre-
gation of Israel were prophesying, the reply 
was, “Would to God that all the people 
were prophets.” Why? Then they would 
all have the light of truth in them, and the 
knowledge of truth that would save them.

If this was the case, what would be 
among the results? Sinners in Zion would 
be afraid, and fearfulness would surprise 
the hypocrite. Why? Because they would 
feel uneasy, for this simple reason—they 
would know they are not honest, and they 
would be afraid lest they should be over-
taken in their guilt.

This, my brethren and sisters, is the 
“Mormonism” I feel; it is the “Mormon
ism” I preach—that I have when I 
pray—that I have about me every day. It 
is the “Mormonism” I have when I wake 
up at night, and that I keep with me all 
night, if I do not go to sleep. Is it good to  
me? It is. Is it salvation to me? It is.  
Why? Because it frees me from evil

and enables me to live without committing 
the amount of sin that I would commit if 
it were not for its presence.

The best reason that I can give you for 
its being good is that it has been good to 
me; it has done me good. I might tell you 
that the Gospel is true, because the minis-
ters of truth say so, have testified so, lived 
for it, and died for it, in ages gone by; but 
I do not know so well how they have felt; 
I do not understand so perfectly; I cannot 
comprehend with the same clearness how 
it was that they felt, as I can understand 
how I have felt myself.

When people tell me they have felt as I 
have, or, in describing their feelings, I find 
they have experienced what I have, though 
I know what I have experienced better 
than I know what anybody else has expe-
rienced: yet, if they have the truth, I also 
have the truth; and if they are saved by it, 
then I may hope to be saved by it. This is 
what I would like to see the Saints enjoy—
a knowledge of the truth, and that knowl-
edge to have such an influence over them 
that they would cease to do any wrong 
whatever.

When there is no wrong done, how 
much sin would there be committed in 
the length and breadth of the land of Zion 
among the Saints? If there was no individ-
ual to do a wrong, I am under the impres-
sion it would take a good or a bad math-
ematician to calculate the amount of sin 
that would be committed.

Says one, “We expect to see that day.” 
You do? When there will be no sin? When? 
“Why, it is that better day that is coming by 
and by.” What is going to bring it about? 
Upon what principle do you ever expect to 
see the time when there will be no sinners 
in the land? Will it be when the grace of 
God is manifested in some strange or differ-
ent way from what it has been to you? “We
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