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Brethren and sisters—I feel it a priv-

ilege to have a part in the work of the

latter days, and I feel thankful that I

have been brought upon the stage of ex-

istence in this period of time. It is a priv-

ilege which you all enjoy as well as my-

self, and one which we should appreciate

more than we do. When we reflect upon

the misery and degradation that prevail

in the world, we ought to highly prize the

privilege we enjoy.

I heard one remark in the forenoon

that he looked younger than he did

twenty years ago. This brought to my

mind what I had heretofore observed

among what we term the world's peo-

ple. Men and women plod along in

the "even tenor of their way" for fifteen,

twenty, or more years, and become per-

fectly rusty—as rusty as iron that has

been long exposed to the action of the el-

ements. But let the Spirit of truth come

upon persons and their minds expand,

and you at once see a difference in their

countenances. Who among us has not

noticed this? I know that the Spirit of

the Lord gives life, and that men grow

younger when they come into this king-

dom and live their religion. This is true,

although unbelievers may make sport of

it. I know that the feelings of the righ-

teous are enlivened, their flesh and blood

are quickened, and they become a glo-

rious people; they receive and enjoy the

Spirit of the Lord.

Look at the nations of the earth,

and see them plodding along without

improvement in the knowledge of the

things of God—without being touched in

their spirits with the life-giving power,

and they rust out; they do not enjoy

themselves near so much as do the "Mor-

mons," who enjoy themselves a great

deal better than any people within my

knowledge; for it is a peculiarity of "Mor-

monism" that its followers enjoy them-

selves. Upon the Plains you can see

them dancing and kicking up their heels.

There is not much formal sanctity about

them; and in this particular they are also

right; for the Lord loves a cheerful heart

and a buoyant spirit; and those who re-

ceive the Spirit of the Lord are full of life

and animation. They are not apt to have

the "blues;" or if at times they do, they do

not go into their graves with that com-

plaint. They are ready to do anything

that will subserve the interests of the

kingdom of God and their religion, even

though it may be contrary to their nat-

ural feelings. This is one principle that

makes us so different from the world; the

"Mormons" know that all is right, if they

carry out the instructions given them.

It is a fact, whether you believe

it or not, that this people were get-

ting into their old sectarian traditions:

they were getting so that they had

not time to do scarcely anything to

the cause of God, and they had be-

gun to be very dull and sleepy. It has

been with them as the Lord said in


