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bless us, unless He knows that we will

serve Him and make a good use of what

He bestows.

Let us be faithful, alive to our duties,

and perform our mission upon the earth

we inhabit, no matter what it is that we

have been sent to do. Let us seek unto

the Lord Almighty, and ask for His Spirit

to be with us; and if we are faithful He

will give it, for He regardeth those who

are faithful. We read that He giveth lib-

erally to those who ask of Him, and up-

braideth not. Let us not be lazy, but let

us ever be alive to the interests of the

kingdom of God, and expend our time

and strength for the interest and bene-

fit of that kingdom; for the Devil has had

the use and benefit of this world nearly

long enough.

I feel as though we were all going

to do better in future. I feel that this

is the intention of this people; for I see

them feel alive to each other's interests.

I saw this manifested last fall; and ev-

ery call that is made upon them they feel

anxious to comply with to the utmost.

And they feel richer with half the means

than they did before, and they will have

means doubled and trebled upon them. I

am not guessing at this, for I know that

it is, if we will only use those means and

blessings in the service of our God. If

we will entirely cease serving the Devil,

we will be still more obviously better and

richer than any people upon the face of

the earth.

Treasure up the words of wisdom

that we hear from time to time, and

be cleanly in our persons and in our

habitations; for the Holy Ghost will not

dwell in unholy temples. It is an in-

sult to the Holy Spirit for us to be

filthy, and it may be grieved away if

we do not observe cleanliness. Be care-

ful to treasure these things up in your

minds. Keep the commandments of God;

do not take His name in vain; do not

be seen loafing about at the corners of

the streets, and spending your time in

idleness. When you go to plough and

plant, ask God to bless the ground and

the seed, and let us have His blessing on

all that we do, and have our faith cen-

tered upon the things that we are called

upon to perform, and we shall be blessed

and prospered, and will see the work of

the Almighty roll forth with might and

power, even until we shall redeem Zion

and build a temple upon the consecrated

spot where it is said that the glory of God

shall rest upon it as a cloud by day, and

a pillar of fire by night.

Are we now prepared for the coming

of the Son of Man and for the resurrec-

tion? Do we ever think of this? Brethren

and sisters, let us be faithful, keep our

covenants, and press onward until that

time shall come. Important events and

duties transpire quite as fast as we are

prepared for them; therefore let us round

up our shoulders—gird up our loins; and

if we can bear greater burdens, there is

more coming, and we shall have all that

we can do.

If we will not do this, the Lord can

raise up a people that will. The hearts

of all men are in His hands; and if we

do not appreciate the blessings given, He

will give them to somebody else. Ancient

Israel transgressed, and would not keep

the covenants and obey the Lord; con-

sequently, they could not enter into the

promised land. But was it much trouble

to raise up a people that would? No.

May the Lord bless us, and enable

us to keep our covenants and be faithful

continually, is my prayer, through Christ

our Redeemer. Amen.


