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In these times, when Israel as a peo-

ple in these mountains are reviewing

their past lives, and are taking into con-

sideration so carefully as they now are

doing the course of life which they shall

hereafter pursue, it should be the dili-

gent study of the Elders, when they rise

up to speak to the people, to address

them by the dictation of the Holy Ghost

upon such subjects and such matters as

shall strengthen them in their faith, in-

crease the energy and power of the peo-

ple, and lead them to do good and that

which is well-pleasing in the sight of

God. For it is with the people of Is-

rael in the latter days, as it was in for-

mer days, that righteousness has got to

exalt this nation—I mean the nation of

Israel; therefore the more diligent and

faithful we are in sustaining the Priest-

hood and practicing righteousness, the

more rapidly shall we acquire strength

from God, become sanctified from our

sins and weaknesses, and become a pure

and strong people in the earth, such as

the Lord wishes us to be, that by us

His will may be done on the earth as in

heaven.

This people that were not a people

have become a people, even the peo-

ple of God. They must have the bread

of life continually as well as those who

administer unto them in the word of

life. We not only need it who rise up

to preach, but every man and woman

needs it; they need it in their fam-

ilies; they need fresh supplies from

heaven by the ministrations of the Holy

Ghost daily, hourly, and every moment,

to qualify them for their duties.

Now, in what way can we best pro-

mote the favor of God, so that he will

give us the bread of life, so that he will

give us strength and energy, and so that

he will empower us, that we may adopt

and live by every word which we hear

from our beloved Prophet, and thereby

increase confidence in each other, as he

taught us last Sunday. This should be

the design of every man and woman—at

least, so it appears to me.

We have had a most blessed winter in

which to acquire knowledge of ourselves.

Indeed, I think that this people can say

they never had such a winter before. The

Prophet and Apostles had taught us the

things of the kingdom so fully that we

could not seek for more revelation; but

we have been reviewing ourselves and

our conduct to discover wherein we have

not lived up to what has been revealed;

and so great have been the apparent de-

ficiencies, that the people have nearly

all realized, when they examined them-

selves, that there was a great cause for

lack of confidence in themselves and in

each other. This has been a general feel-

ing; and it becomes us to bestir ourselves

and obtain strength by the power of the

Holy Ghost, so that we may overcome ev-

ery evil propensity, resist the adversary

of our souls in whatever shape he may

present himself, and live our religion.


