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This is not a work that belongs only

to the First Presidency, or to the Twelve,

or to any of the Presidents of the Quo-

rums only, but it belongs to every man

and to every woman. If we could feel this

and realize it individually, we certainly

should prevail against and escape from

those influences that do tend to impair

our confidence in God and each other:

there is no doubt of it. It had become

so that iniquity could be found dwelling

among us, passing in our streets, and

stalking forth rampant in our midst, al-

most without a frown, and unrebuked.

So extensive had this become, that those

who had not committed sins had be-

come partakers of the influence and of

the spirit of those who had, and this be-

cause they had not been swift to rebuke

and disfellowship sin and sinners. The

righteous had become partakers of other

men's crimes; hence this sleepy, deaden-

ing, and damning influence among us,

because we have not put sin away from

us as diligently and faithfully as we

should have done.

This winter the people have been

looking at this, and they have got to see

themselves in a different light to what

they ever have before. Shall it be so in

the future? Let the Saints determine it

shall not; and when men and women see

in themselves or in their neighbors the

workings of sin and iniquity, let them re-

buke it at once, and thereby put an end

to transgression.

We have got to purge out all un-

godliness from our own souls, and we

have to help others to do it also;

and especially, if I may be allowed

to make any distinction, it should be

the business of the Bishops, because

they have the oversight of the peo-

ple in a Ward capacity, and they can

have an eye through the Church which

many of the Presidents of Quorums can-

not have. When a man rises in the

morning and calls upon God to qualify

and strengthen him for the duties and

warfare of the day, he should go out with

a determination to carry that feeling of

hostility to sin with him, and not only

war the goodwarfare himself, but be able

to help his neighbor to do battle also.

Some people deal honestly because

they are watched and are obliged to; but

a truly honest man will do right be-

cause he loves righteousness and hon-

esty the best. These things indicate

greater things. It is said a straw will

show the way the wind blows. If a man

is willing to be dishonest, or to do any-

thing or permit anything that will bring

mischief upon you in your absence, your

interests would not be safe in his hands.

That spirit will lead him to persuade

your wives and children away from you,

when you are dead, if he can, or to let

someone else do it unrebuked; and upon

the same principle the spread of good

and great things are made to depend and

to bring their consequences.

We do see and hear occasionally in-

stances of the kind where men take mea-

sures and endeavor to rob the dead. This

awful dishonesty in eternal things is the

fruit of dishonesty in smaller matters.

If men will do honestly in small things,

and perform their duties as servants of

God to each other, they will by-and-by

be honored for their acts, and vast re-

sponsibilities will be laid upon themwith

safety; but if men in this Church will be

dishonest in the smaller matters of ev-

eryday life, they will soon be overthrown

thereby; and so it is with every species of

unrighteousness. Then let all be diligent

to cleanse themselves of all that is evil

upon its first appearance.

When men go to the canyon for

wood or lumber, those that have this

difficult labor to perform should take

with them a rich portion of the Holy

Spirit; and they should realize that they


