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the bulwarks for our own destruction

through our wickedness? No; the Latter-

day Saints know better. We will lay the

foundation to dwell eternally, and that,

too, in the heavens, with beings superior

to those with whom we associate in our

present situation and circumstances.

We have the principle within us, and

so has every being on this earth, to in-

crease and to continue to increase, to en-

large, and receive and treasure up truth,

until we become perfect. It is wisdom for

us to be the friends of God; and unless

we are filled with integrity and preserve

ourselves in our integrity before our God,

we actually lay the foundation for our de-

struction. The world think that we are

going to be temporally destroyed. That is

nonsense. All things are temporal, and

all things are spiritual with the Lord;

there is no difference with Him, neither

is there with any person who has eyes to

see things as they exist. To those who

have their minds open to eternal things,

spiritual and temporal things are all one.

This is only our place of temporary

existence. We cannot live here always

with our bodies full of pain and subject to

decay. Deprive us of food and we die; de-

prive us of water, and after a short time

we die; deprive us of air, and we live but

a few moments. We all know that this is

not the state for us to live in and endure

to eternity. Our eyes are looking beyond

this sphere of action, and I trust that we

are laying the foundation to endure eter-

nally. If we do, we must be the friends

of God—the friends of the principles of

life and salvation; and wemust adhere to

those principles and shape our lives ac-

cording to them, or else we lay the foun-

dation for our own destruction.

Talk about liberty anywhere else!

What liberty is there in anything that

will be dissolved and return to its native

element? What liberty can any intelli-

gence enjoy that is calculated to be de-

stroyed? There is no liberty, no freedom

there.

The principles of life and salvation

are the only principles of freedom; for

every principle that is opposed to God—

that is opposed to the principles of eter-

nal life, whether it is in heaven, on

the earth, or in hell, the time will be

when it will cease to exist, cease to pre-

serve, manifest, and exhibit its identity;

for it will be returned to its native el-

ement. I say, let us live our religion,

serve our God, trust in Him; and when

we are called to contend against the en-

emy within ourselves, contend against

him manfully, just as we would against

an open enemy—contend against those

passions that rise in the heart, and over-

come every one of them.

You will hear some of the brethren

say, as brother Carrington has just said,

that there are times when the blood

courses like lightning, upon seeing men

who are opposed to us—who are striv-

ing with all their powers to destroy this

people. Can they destroy us? No, they

cannot. There are a great many in this

congregation who are witnesses that the

Devil has been warring, with all his imps

arrayed against this work, ever since the

organization of this Church, and trying

to obliterate it from the earth. Have they

gained any ground? No; they have lost

ground all the time. This people, with

brother Joseph at their head, and with

all the powers of Satan, earth, and hell

for him to contend against, have built

up the kingdom of God and spread the

principles of the Gospel to the uttermost

parts of the earth.

In regard to the battle in heaven,

that brother Truman O. Angell referred

to, how much of a battle it was I

have forgotten. I cannot relate the

principal circumstances, it is so long


