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whether they love the things of the

Most High God, or whether their reli-

gion is a mere form carried out to please

their Bishop, to satisfy their Teachers,

or whether they do give their hearts to

the Lord, and all their might, mind, and

strength.

Now, I feel, my brethren, to thank

my Heavenly Father for the spirit

of reformation that I have witnessed

since I returned; and I feel to pray

that it may continue, and feel to ex-

hort the people to fear God, who can

destroy both the soul and body in

hell; and also for them not to suffer

doubt to trouble them, to make them

wayward in their hearts or thoughts;

for I have seen the effect of this to a great

extent in times past.

I do know that the world is full of

wickedness, and that it is bound in bun-

dles, and is fast preparing for the day

of burning; and I do know there is no

chance of deliverance or of safety but in

being tried, that they may be screened

and sifted, and that all unrighteousness

may be cleansed from their midst.

This is my testimony of these truths,

brethren and sisters; and I pray that we

may live up to them, and be prepared

to inherit the glory of God in the worlds

to come, through Christ our Redeemer.

Amen.
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While those young boys have been

speaking, a few thoughts occurred to my

mind, which I thought I would speak for

their comfort; for I desire to do them

good.

If a father, for instance, had a large,

extensive family, his object would be

to do them good, to promote their in-

terest and happiness, to put into their

hands power, knowing that they could

not accomplish much alone, and that

they would have to take or obtain as-

sistance from that family. The son that

would take the deepest interest—that

would devote himself the most faith-

fully to promote the designs of the fa-

ther and head of that family, for the

happiness and prosperity of the whole,

would increase in power and influence

faster than any other one; for the father

would be disposed to put as much power

and influence into his hands as it would

be possible for him to receive, and as

would be for the benefit of the family.

That would be the principle upon

which all the members of that family

would increase in knowledge, influence,

and power above others. It would be by

having the faculty, the feeling, and the

disposition and desire to carry out the

mind of the father, and that, too, for the

benefit and exaltation of the whole fam-

ily.

In order to do this, every particle of

power, influence, and ability that a son

holds, he should hold in subjection to

the will of his father, be ever ready to

carry out his commands; and his ob-

ject and aim should be to obtain in-

fluence with his father; and then he


