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would feel like holding everything that

he obtained subject to the control of

the father. No matter if he had

obtained great temporal influence—no

matter whether his influence be of an

intellectual or spiritual character—no

matter whether he obtained his influ-

ence by his knowledge of books, the

study of science—whether he had ob-

tained farms, or lands, or riches, or

whether he had his influence by obedi-

ence to his father's will, he would hold all

at the control of his father, for the gen-

eral good of the family. Just so far as he

had this in him would he gain influence

with his father and get the power upon

him which it is absolutely necessary for

him to possess.

If men would search deep into their

own hearts, they would discover that

their desires and feelings, and in fact

many things which they do and say, are

not in accordance with the mind and will

of the Lord.

These boys do not profess to have re-

ceived much—not a great deal of knowl-

edge; but yet they are willing to do that

which they are set to do: they place all

upon the altar to be used as the master

pleases; and herein lies their strength

to carry out those great and glorious de-

signs for the salvation of this people and

the rolling forth of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. It matters not how little they

are, or how little they have received,

inasmuch as they keep faithful and dis-

charge the duties devolving upon them,

the Lord will make them powerful for the

rebuking of iniquity, and for the estab-

lishment of the kingdom of God, and to

minister to those that dwell upon all the

face of the land.

Now, when a person receives in-

telligence from the Lord, and is will-

ing to communicate that for the bene-

fit of the people, he will receive contin-

ual additions to that intelligence; and

there is no end to his increase so long

as he will hold fast to the faith of the

Lord Jesus Christ; and so long as he

will hold himself in readiness to operate

here, go there, and work for the Lord,

travel abroad to the nations of the earth,

or to travel among the mountains of Is-

rael, that individual is bound to become

strong and mighty in the power of God

and in the intelligence of eternity.

You, brethren, that are here in these

valleys have a certain privilege which

you ought to appreciate—namely, that of

consecrating your property to the Lord.

If you want to know the secret and prin-

ciple upon which you may become rich,

it lies in contributing your means and in

putting your property into the hands of

the leaders of this Church. When a man

has much property, he is very apt to fix

his heart upon it. Some have one thou-

sand dollars' worth of property, some five

thousand dollars, and some more; and

I fear that many are using their means

in a way that will prove a curse instead

of a blessing; and when the Lord says,

Give me your property, we are not unan-

imously ready to answer the call.

In this respect, however, we are be-

ginning to learn, and in some degree an-

swering the call. We are beginning to

learn that it all belongs to the Lord, and

that he has given us a little power by

which we have acquired some knowledge

of his will and his designs concerning

us. Take the man who has a large share

of this world's goods, and examine what

kind of a man he is—try his spirit, and

you will generally find that it is often one

of the greatest trials that can come upon

him, to be called upon to part with any of

his property.

If you please, you may contrast

such a person with these boys who

have been addressing you, and you

will find them ready and on hand to

do anything that may be required at

their hands. Those youths are more


