FILIAL DUTY—CONSECRATION, ETC.

willing and pliable in the hands of the
servants of God than many men who
have been in the Church from the begin-
ning.

Lately, however, you have learned the
principle to some extent, and the power
of God has been manifested, so that you
are now ready to give a little of your
means for the building up of the kingdom
of God; and by-and-by I presume you will
progress like some others have done, and
be ready to put all upon the altar.

Take this people at the present
time—consider what they possess—then
inquire how many of them have conse-
crated their property, and you will find
that the amount consecrated is a mere
nothing compared with that which the
people actually possess.

I tell you, brethren, that although
this may seem a small matter, yet, if
we cling to the property that we pos-
sess as the wicked do to theirs, we shall
never obtain that which we are trying
for. We must learn to obey the word of
the Lord. Why is it that we do not talk
more about consecration? It is because
brother Brigham does not care anything
about it, only that he wishes the peo-
ple to take a course to secure themselves
against the powers of the Evil One, that
he may not gain any control over them or
their families.

If this people who live in these valleys
of the mountains are willing to put their
property into the hands of the Trustee-
in-Trust, that it may be preserved for
the benefit of the kingdom, and will
continue to live their religion as they
have done the past few months, they
and their property will become sancti-
fied to the Lord; and thus we will show
to all nations and people that we have
learned a principle that they know noth-
ing of and that they have nothing to
do with—show them that when we can
get a little property, we put it where
the Lord can use it just as He pleases.

65

This is a practice and a principle the
world knows nothing of; but when this
people deed over their property, they un-
derstand what they are about; they know
that they will eventually be exalted to
possess all that is desirable—the land,
the houses, the vineyards, the cattle, the
gold, the silver, and all the riches of the
heavens and of the earth. The Lord says,
All these things are mine; and because
of the willingness of my people, all will
be restored back to me; and then I will
put them in possession of all the riches
of eternity.

This is the only principle upon which
we can secure the promised blessings.
"Then," says one, "why is it not talked
about more than it is?" If the people do
not see it now, and cannot act upon it
with the light and knowledge they have
already received, if they cannot see the
principle by which they can be estab-
lished, it follows, as a matter of course,
that they cannot be established in our
Father's kingdom.

It is the design of the Almighty to
work into the hearts of the people the
principles to operate upon, in order to ob-
tain an eternal exaltation and glory; and
if we do not see them now, with the in-
struction already given unto us, we shall
have to learn them by experience more
severe.

We have not the power to do anything
without the assistance of the Spirit of the
Lord; but do we all know that the Gospel
we preach is true? Do we know as well
as those little boys know, who have been
speaking to you? They do actually know
that this is the work of God; but some
of them do not really comprehend that
they understand as much truth as they
do. But the truths of the Gospel of Christ
are in them, and through them; for they
were born in the Gospel, and hence they
are born Latter-day Saints. The root
of the matter is in them, and they are



