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the Gospel to the spirits in prison. But
after they have suffered in prison and
are finally released, after many a thou-
sand years' servitude in pain and dark-
ness, their glory cannot be like that of
the sun, neither like that of the moon,
nor yet like the stars of the first magni-
tude; but, perhaps, like the faint glim-
mer of a distant star—so distant from
the sun, that a ray from that brilliant orb
can hardly reach it.

The foolish virgins, not having the
means of light in themselves, could never
enter a mansion or world that shines
by its own light; but as they had no
oil in their vessels, they were compelled
to borrow; and hence, they must go to
a world or mansion that shines by bor-
rowed light. Have light in yourselves!
You may borrow all you can of me, and I
will cheerfully lend all in my power; but
have, at least, some light in yourselves,
and salt likewise.

Oh that the testimony of Christ,
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which is the spirit of prophecy, were
freely shed upon all this people! It would
be, if we were all pure and worthy. Then
one need no longer say to another, Know
ye the Lord; for they would all know
Him, from the least unto the greatest.
Then we should know that we were nei-
ther straw, chaff, smut, bran, nor tares,
but pure and genuine, superfine No. 1,
and labeled for the celestial kingdom—
"Right side up, with care."

With the light and knowledge which
we, through the grace of God, have ob-
tained, let us press forward with bold-
ness and a laudable ambition to secure
the prize bought by a Savior's blood, and
freely offered unto us in the full blaze
of inspiration, which light is despised by
the world, scoffed at by the religionists,
and hated of all nations. God grant to
establish this light in the earth, and us
in this light, and this light in us, and the
love thereof, forever and ever. Amen.
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I will read a portion of the writings of
the prophet Daniel, commencing at the
27th verse of the 2nd chapter of the book
of Daniel. [The speaker read the verses
alluded to, from verse 27 to verse 49 in-
clusive.]

These verses are of themselves a text
and texts, a sermon and sermons.

We have a great deal of talking,
preaching, exhorting, counseling, giv-
ing advice, &c., from this stand and
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in many other places where the Saints
assemble; but perhaps it may be the case
with many, as it is somewhat with me,
that they in a measure neglect to read
the Bible, and forget many things which
are written therein. Perhaps there are
many who have not read much in the
Bible since they came into this Church,
not having had much time to do so.

I was a Bible reader before I came
into this Church; and, so far as the



