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that kingdom up, as you who are here

this day are witnesses.

What brought you from the States

and other regions to these mountains?

What caused the men and women before

me to leave their good farms, their good

houses, their merchandise, and all the

luxuries and comforts of life so dear to

the natural man? What caused many

women to leave their husbands, their

children, their parents? What caused all

this? What is the reason of such con-

duct? Can any man tell? The world are

trying to; but they are even more igno-

rant about it than they are of the present

movements and designs of the President

of the United States. They know not

the reason why the people are assembled

here; for they cannot and will not see and

understand anything only as they dis-

cern it by the powers of the natural man.

I have told them many times, and I

can now tell them again, if the whole

world could hear my voice, they are to

be pitied; and I pray for them. We have

traversed the earth to preach the Gospel

to them. We have often started upon

our missions almost destitute, without

hats, nearly without shoes and any of the

comforts of life, to travel thousands and

thousands of miles to preach the Gospel

to the people. If they will not be bene-

fited, our skirts are clear of their blood,

and they must bear the blame.

Can they tell the cause of this peo-

ple's being here today? Can they give

the cause for the influence I have over

the Latter-day Saints? They cannot.

If this was not the kingdom of God

upon the earth, do you suppose that

the world would be arrayed against it?

No. There is not a sound, well-informed

mind in the world but what would de-

cide at once that there is no cause of

enmity against this people, and that

all hostility towards us arises from the

fact that we have the eternal Priest-

hood and the influence thereof. The king-

dom of heaven is here, and we are in it,

and they are angry at us solely for that.

There is not a king, governor, or

ruler, but what desires, and is endeav-

oring to obtain the influence that I and

my brethren possess and are lawfully

striving to obtain. Do you suppose that

there was ever a President of the United

States but what desired the confidence of

his constituents? No, never. Was there

ever a senator, a representative, a gov-

ernor of a state, a politician, or a priest,

but what desired the same power in his

sphere that I have in mine? They can-

not get it, because they do not know how.

What is the reason? They have not got

the kingdom of God, which binds the peo-

ple together. They are ignorant of it,

though we have traveled, barefooted and

almost naked, to preach it to them; and I

say that they are to be pitied.

How many times I have gone to

preach to them, and, with all the kind-

ness and calmness I was capable of, told

them that I had something to cheer and

comfort them, if they would hear it with

good honest hearts. How often I have

asked, "Can I have your meetinghouse

or your schoolhouse to preach in? Can

I have the privilege of preaching to the

people?" "No, you cannot, if I can prevent

it." That is the spirit of the priests.

It is the priests and elders of Chris-

tendom who have the power of hell in

them which causes the trouble that you

see, and that you have seen and borne

for many years. They are like that un-

ruly member, the tongue, which sets on

fire the course of nature, and is set on

fire of hell.

The priests have this fire, and who

fans the flame? Brother Smoot has

told you who blows the bellows. It

is the politician, the drunkard, and

the filth and offscouring of the earth,


