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received the spirit of Christ Jesus which

is the spirit of prophecy. Our testimony

does not make this true, and the testi-

mony of our enemies that it is not the

kingdom of God does not make that true

or false. The fact stands upon its own ba-

sis, and will continue so to stand, with-

out any of the efforts of the children of

men.

I have told you the cause of all the

bustle and stir against us. The blind

are leading the blind; and if their hearts

were honest—if they would throw off

the mask of prejudice and erroneous

parental education, they could receive

the truth as well as you and I. Once in

a while one says goodbye to the tradi-

tions of the fathers. A few will cast off

those prejudices that surround the peo-

ple, and say, "We will read, pray, think,

and meditate, and we will ask God for

ourselves." That is the reason why you

and I are here today. We asked God

for a testimony, and he witnesses to us

from the heavens that this is the king-

dom which Daniel saw, and we have em-

braced it, and it is dearer than every-

thing else upon the face of this earth.

Do we expect that the devils will

howl? Yes. When has this Church had

the peace that we have had since we

have been in the mountains? Never.

Where is there peace now upon the face

of the earth like the peace we enjoy here?

Nowhere. Brother Smoot said that he

had been in the lower regions. He could

say that with propriety; for, in fact, we

are all in the lower regions. Where do

you think the devils live?

Do you suppose that there is any such

thing as a devil? Yes, a great many be-

lieve that there is. Where does he live?

The answer comes very readily. He lives

in hell, of course. Then, if there are dev-

ils here, we must also be in hell. Do

you not think that the devil is in pain?

I should think he was, by the groanings

that are uttered from the east. You see

that with propriety brother Smoot could

say that he has been to the lower regions;

but when he arrives here, although the

altitude is much greater, he still is in the

same world. We are all here, and we are

surrounded by the devils.

Men rage and boil with wrath and

indignation, and they do not know the

cause of it. If they think, "What in-

jury have the 'Mormons' done to me?" the

response from their own minds will be,

"Not any." What can the men truthfully

say, who have civilly passed through

here to the west to make their fortunes?

That here is a place of peace and con-

tentment; and, though a thousand miles

from civilization and from all the lux-

uries and many of the comforts of life,

yet here is a people satisfied, contented,

and happy. Did they injure you? "No."

Did they treat you kindly? "Yes." Ask

the people in the east what is the mat-

ter? "We cannot tell you—only some-

body has said something." What have

they said? "We do not know; we only

heard a rumor—that is all."

The people abroad are just as fool-

ish, unwise, and shortsighted as they

can possibly be represented by the best

learned men in the world. What are they

doing? What they have done all the time.

Have they been trying to destroy "Mor-

monism?" Yes. Did they destroy it when

they took the life of Joseph? No. "Mor-

monism" is here, the priesthood is here,

the keys of the kingdom are here on the

earth; and when Joseph went, they did

not go. And if the wicked should suc-

ceed in taking my life, the keys of the

kingdom will remain with the Church.

But my faith is that they will not suc-

ceed in taking my life just yet. They have

not as good a man to deal with as they

had when they had Joseph Smith. I do

not profess to be very good. I will try to


