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It is a pleasure to me, and I pre-

sume it is to all the brethren who have

lived in the midst of this people during

the rise and progress of this Church and

kingdom, to see the sons of the Prophets

stand before the people as they have this

day and hear their words while bearing

testimony of the work of God.

I well remember the time that our

young brethren who have addressed

us were called on their missions, and

they, in connection with brother Grant,

brother Ellsworth, and others, met at

my house one evening to receive their

blessings under the hands of the Twelve

Apostles. When they had received their

blessings, they were called upon to speak

their feelings—most of them, I suppose,

for the first time in their lives. True, they

had sat under the teachings of the ser-

vants of God from their infancy. When

most of them had expressed their feel-

ings relative to going on a mission to

England, brother Joseph A. Young said,

"Brethren, I will tell you my feelings

when I come home." We have heard from

him since he came home. His feelings

have been expressed much to our edifi-

cation. That remark sounded well to me,

and truly it has been very edifying and

interesting to me to hear the speeches

which have been made by all the young

brethren since they have returned. The

spirit they manifest shows to me that the

blessing and spirit of their fathers are

with them; and I realize that the Spirit

of the Most High is in them, and that

ere long they will become mighty men

in Israel, and will have to bear off this

kingdom and shoulder the care and re-

sponsibility of it, when their fathers are

resting in the grave or leaning on their

staffs for very age.

There is Parley Pratt, Jun., who has

just spoken. I remember the day of his

birth very well; for his mother died the

day he was born, and I attended her fu-

neral. Now he has grown to be a man,

and I rejoice to hear him bear testimony

of the work of God in connection with

the other young brethren. It does my

soul good to see them coming on to the

stage of action. I realize that the king-

dom of our God, of which we are mem-

bers, is only in its infancy, although we

look upon it as being great, compared

with what it has been.

It commenced like a small mustard

seed, but it has gradually increased until

the birds begin to lodge in its branches;

and yet it is but small, compared with

what it is to be. We have had many

symbols and figures presented to our

minds to illustrate the growth and in-

crease of the kingdom of God; and I

will here say, in respect to its being like

the comparison made by Daniel, it an-

swers the figure very well—only, instead

of its rolling downhill, it has come up-

hill into the tops of the mountains; and

I do hope and pray that it may continue

to grow and increase in strength and

in power, that when it rolls downhill it

may go with mighty power and acceler-

ated speed, that it may not require so

much toil, labor, and fatigue to carry the

kingdom from the mountains as it did to

bring it up.


