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I have no fears in regard to the in-

crease of this kingdom, and I may also

add that I never had any, only so far as

concerned the weaknesses and frailties

of mortality. I hope we may all pursue

the course laid down for us by the ser-

vants of the Lord; for, if we do this, I

know that we shall be safe in this world,

and secure happiness and exaltation in

the world to come.

There are a few thoughts that I wish

to present to the congregation touching

one principle that has been alluded to

by the brethren—namely, in regard to

following the instructions and counsels

of those who lead us. I have reflected

much upon this subject, and I contend

that there is one principle by which the

Lord leads his servants, and if we are

faithful, they will lead us in the way of

life; and inasmuch as we have faith to be-

lieve in their instructions—in the teach-

ings of the Holy Spirit through them, we

are always in the safe path, and shall be

sure of our reward.

You take a shepherd, for instance;

and, according to the ancient practice,

we learn that they always went forward

and prepared the way, so that there could

be no danger in advance but what the

shepherd would learn of in time to save

the sheep. If they are allowed to run by

the shepherd, the wolves are apt to catch

them and destroy them; and the very mo-

ment that men in this kingdom attempt

to run ahead or cross the path of their

leaders, no matter in what respect, the

moment they do this they are in danger

of being injured by the wolves.

This is a subject upon which I

have thought a great deal; and I have

gained a little useful knowledge, dur-

ing my experience, by watching the con-

duct of men; and I have never in my

life known it to fail, that when men

went contrary to the counsel of their

leaders, either in the days of Joseph

or brother Brigham, they always be-

came entangled and suffered a loss by so

doing.

Now, whatever I might have obtained

in the shape of learning, by search-

ing and study respecting the arts and

sciences of men—whatever principles I

may have imbibed during my scientific

researches, yet, if the Prophet of God

should tell me that a certain principle or

theory which I might have learned was

not true, I do not care what my ideas

might have been, I should consider it my

duty, at the suggestion of my file leader,

to abandon that principle or theme. Sup-

posing he were to say the principles by

which you are governed are not right—

that they were incorrect, what would be

my duty? I answer that it would be my

duty to lay those principles aside, and to

take up those that might be laid down by

the servants of God.

I have seen men in the days of Joseph

bring up principles, and read, and teach,

and advocate theories, when the Prophet

would say, "It is not right to do so: they

are not true." Those men would still ar-

gue, maintain their position, and they

would write in defense of their theo-

ries when the Prophet condemned them,

and they would say, "We have no faith

in your theory, nor in the system you

present." The very moment a man does

that, he crosses the path of the servant

of God who is set to lead the way to life

and salvation. This is one thing that

the Elders should carefully avoid. The

fact is, there are a great many things

taught in the building up of this king-

dom which seem strange to us, being

contrary to our traditions, and are cal-

culated to try men. Brother Joseph

used a great many methods of testing

the integrity of men; and he taught

a great many things which, in con-

sequence of tradition, required prayer,

faith, and a testimony from the Lord,

before they could be believed by many

of the Saints. His mind was opened

by the visions of the Almighty, and


