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the Lord taught him many things by vision
and revelation that were never taught pub-
licly in his days; for the people could not
bear the flood of intelligence which God
poured into his mind.

How was it in that day in reference to
many things that were taught and practiced?
All was not revealed at once, but the Lord
showed the Prophet a principle, and the
people acted upon it according to the light
which they had. All the perfection and glory
of it was not revealed at first; but, as fast as it
was revealed, the people endeavored to obey.

I will bring up one thing which will show
that the position I take is correct—viz., bap-
tism for the dead. When that was first re-
vealed, we rejoiced in it; and, as soon as we
had an opportunity, we began to be baptized
for our dead. A man would be baptized for
both male and female. The moment I heard
of it, my soul leaped with joy; for it was a
subject in which I felt deeply interested. I
went forward and was baptized for all my
dead relatives I could think of, both male
and female, as did others; but, afterwards,
we obtained more light upon the subject,
and President Young taught the people that
men should attend to those ordinances for
the male portion of their dead friends, and
females for females. This showed the order
in which those ordinances should be ad-
ministered, which ordinances had before
been revealed, and shows us that we are in a
school where we shall be constantly learning.

This revelation, in connection with the
revelation and vision concerning the three
glories, gave me more joy and consolation
than any revelation I ever read, and [ had a
great desire to obey it.

I was taught from my childhood
that there was one heaven and one hell,
and was told that the wicked all had
one punishment, and the righteous
one glory—rthat the greyheaded sin-
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ner, who had spent his days in wickedness,
debauchery, and murder, would go to hell
to suffer everlasting torments, and that the
youth but sixteen years of age, who had not
been religious, would go to the same hell,
suffer the same kind of torment and for the
same length of time, and that Jesus, and
the Apostles, and all men who had suffered
death for the testimony which they bore
for the kingdom of God and the works of
righteousness would have the same glory
and no more than the Presbyterian deacon
in Kentucky with his hundred negroes,
who had never made a sacrifice in his life,
but had been full of this world’s goods, but
he was a professor of religion.

I never did believe a word of this doctrine
a day since I was born, and I am sure that I
never did before; and when I read the vision
and was taught the principle of the baptism
for the dead, it enlightened my mind and
gave me great joy. It appeared to me that the
God who revealed that principle unto man
was wise, just, and true—possessed both
the best of attributes, and good sense, and
knowledge. I felt He was consistent with
both love, mercy, justice, and judgment;
and [ felt to love the Lord more than ever
before in my life. I never was satisfied with
the doctrine taught by the sectarian world
upon this subject in my life, and hence I
felt to say hallelujah when the revelation
came forth revealing to us baptism for the
dead. I felt that we had a right to rejoice in
the blessings of Heaven. I felt, when I first
learned of the justice of God in relation to
his rewarding all men according to their
deeds, that such a God was reasonable; and
I fele I could worship such a God; and I was
just so when I heard of baptism for the dead.

There are thousands and millions
who never had the privilege of be-
ing baptized for themselves, and hence
never ought to be punished for not
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