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and at the same time preaching righ-

teousness to the children of men. The

poor devils, they could not get up here

and preach an oral discourse, to save

themselves from hell; they are preaching

their fathers' sermons—preaching ser-

mons that were written a hundred years

before they were born.

We are very tenacious, as brother

George A. said, pertaining to the law of

God and the institutions of heaven. We

know there is no other way for men to be

saved—there is no person on the earth

can be saved upon any other principle

than the one that saves me. Says one,

"What is that?" The first step is to believe

in the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the

living God; and when you have, and laid

your sins aside, and think you will quit

sinning, then be baptized in water, that

your sins may be washed away, or blotted

out, that you may receive the remission

of them; and have a man that has got au-

thority to do it lay hands upon you, that

you may receive the Holy Ghost.

Can you change these ordinances?

No. They are eternal; they always were

and always will be; and no man or

woman upon earth can be saved without

them. You may get a Methodist priest to

pour water on you, or sprinkle it on you,

and baptize you face foremost, or lay you

down the other way, and whatever mode

you please, and you will be damned with

your priest. There is but one way, and

that is to be buried in water, buried with

Christ by baptizing in water, that your

sins may be blotted out by one having au-

thority, or else it will do you no good.

Every man that is alive can act for

himself under the hands of a man having

authority. How will you manage for the

dead? You will have to do it by proxy. For

instance, I have got a father who died be-

fore "Mormonism" came; I go to brother

Brigham when we have a place for it:

says I, "brother Brigham, I want to be

baptized for my father;" he takes me and

baptizes me for my father, I acting as

proxy, or for and in behalf of my father,

and it is done upon the same principle

that we do it for ourselves; and that is

recorded.

Can I go and be baptized for my

mother? Yes, I can be, though that is

not the strict order of the law of the king-

dom; but let a man act for a man, and a

woman for a woman, that each may bear

their share. I will let my wife go and at-

tend to that, she acting as proxy for my

mother, and I for my father. Well now, I

have got to attend to all the ordinances

faithfully that I attend to for myself, and

then, when the time comes, I can take

my father and mother, and act for my fa-

ther, and my wife act for my mother; and

then they can be connected in marriage,

and then their father and their mother,

and so keep going on until we get back

where we came from, and connect the

Priesthood together, and have the chain

perfect from these days to the days of Je-

sus, and then back to Adam.

Perhaps my father may not receive

the Gospel. If he don't, my baptism will

not do him any good. He is in the spirit

world; he has to believe and embrace

the Gospel in his heart and affections,

and then I receive knowledge from him

through a proper authority, and I am ad-

ministered to for him. You might as well

go and be baptized for a devil as for a

man who will not receive the Gospel in

the spirit world.

I expect I shall have to go and preach

to the spirits in prison where they live, in

London, in Germany, and other places.

What! After I am dead? Yes. You may

call us wild for believing such things.

Go and read the Bible—the book your

mother taught to you when you were sit-

ting on her knees and nursing at her


