
98 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

There are a great many little items

pertaining to life that I do not very often

speak about. Still they have to be borne

with. They arise from traits in our char-

acters, and we have to meet with them

right in this community. The imported

goods that we purchase are brought over

a thousand miles in wagons, and yet

probably I have not a young child that

is three years old but what has cost me

more to furnish with shoes than I ever

cost my father to furnish me with shoes

in my whole life. Brother Heber has

been teaching you a little economy. I

tell you that you have been warned and

forewarned again, that the time would

come when, if you had hats, you would

have to make them; and if the ladies had

bonnets, they would have to make them

here.

Whether it is to your sorrow or joy,

I will tell you what I discover; and I

have been much surprised, and some-

times I have been overjoyed with the dis-

covery. Sometimes my heart quakes a

little, my nerves tremble in consequence

of the great things that God is bring-

ing forth. Do we realize that they are

coming on us, I may say, faster than we

are preparing ourselves to meet them?

There is one sign after another, revela-

tion after revelation. The Lord is has-

tening his work. He is bringing to pass

the sayings of the Prophets faster than

the people are prepared to receive them.

You know that we have often exhorted

you to be wide awake to your duties, to

be watchful and prayerful, and to be full

of the Holy Spirit, lest the Lord should

roll on his work faster than you could un-

derstand it.

It would be hard for the people to ex-

plain away the idea that the Government

of the United States is shutting down the

gate upon us, for it is too visible; and this

is what hastens the work of the Lord,

which you are praying for every day. I

do not believe that there is a man or

woman here, who prays at all, but what

prays every day for the Lord to hasten

his work. Now take care, for if he does,

maybe you will not be prepared to meet

it.

The time must come when there will

be a separation between this kingdom

and the kingdoms of this world, even in

every point of view. The time must come

when this kingdom must be free and in-

dependent from all other kingdoms. Are

you prepared to have the thread cut to-

day?

I know the feelings of a great many,

and I need not go out of my own fam-

ily to hear, "O dear, are there no ribbons

coming? I want that artificial quick; I

want you to go and buy me that nice bon-

net, for I am afraid there never will an-

other one be brought here." If I am tried

in any point in this world, it is with re-

gard to the bearings of my own conduct

to my own family. I have told them, and

tell them, and talk to them, and talk

about it, and ask them, Am I in the line

of my duty while I can feed women and

children who do nothing but sit and fold

their hands, and wear out their cloth-

ing, and dress them in finery, and pam-

per them, and they get so that good beef,

pork, bread, butter, cheese, tea, coffee,

and sugar, with fruit, and all kinds of

garden sauce, are no rarity to them at

all, and their appetites are poor and they

cannot eat? This is the case with me in

my family. If there is any trial upon me,

it is to know whether I am in the line of

my duty in this matter.

Should not I take my tea and cof-

fee, my beef and pork, and every other

good thing, and put it into the hands of

the men who sweat over the rock for the

Temple, instead of feeding men, women,

and children, who do not strive to do

all they are capable of doing? I am

tried on that point, and I must say that

if there is anything in the world that


