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JOSEPH SMITH’S FAMILY—DETAILS OF GEORGE A. SMITH’S
OWN EXPERIENCE, ETC.
A DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE A. SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 2, 1857
Recorded by G. D. Watt, J. V. Long

I suppose that my brethren and sisters
are acquainted with George A.; and when-
ever he presents himself in the presence of
the Saints, and attempts to entertain them
or amuse them with his chin-music, they
expect that he will say something funny.

I have been interested today very much
in listening to the instructions of broth-
er Elias, and brother Kimball, and the
President. I have been interested, amused,
and instructed, and I may say chastened
and reproved, perhaps, all at the same
time; and I hope that the instructions of
the forenoon will be of lasting benefit to
me. In every part of the Territory, and in
every other place where I have been, I have
taken a good deal of pleasure in endeav-
oring to talk to the people, to preach to
them; but whenever I have been in Great
Salt Lake City, I have felt disposed to lis-
ten and to take counsel from my brethren;
and I have felt that there were many others
whose appearance in addressing the Saints
would be much more acceptable; and
hence I have felt to hold my tongue.

My father, late Patriarch John Smith,
was the sixth son of Asahel Smith, and was
born in New Hampshire. Joseph Smith, the
father of the Prophet, and second son of
Asahel, was born in Topsfield, Massachu-
setts. The second Asahel Smith, the father
of Elias who addressed you this forenoon,
was the third son of my grandfather.
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I merely name this fact because, as
brother Kimball and brother Young re-
marked, so very few of that family have
been valiant for the truth. There are but
few comparatively of their numerous pos-
terity that have been valiant for the truth.

After the family of Joseph Smith, se-
nior, was destroyed, there were but few left
to stand up for the truth of the Gospel, of
all that numerous family. My father’s elder
brother was the father of a numerous pos-
terity, and was a bitter enemy to the truth,
and his descendants remain so to the pres-
ent time. The only remaining brother of the
Prophet, William, has done all that he could
do—all that was in his power, I may say,
from the time of the Prophet’s death, to an-
nihilate and destroy the principles which the
Prophet taught to the nations of the earth.

My uncle Silas Smith, the fourth son
of Asahel, died on his way to Missouri,
or rather on his return from there, be-
ing driven from that State in 1839, in
Pike County, Illinois. He had been in the
Church some years, and had been faithful.

Asahel Smith, the father of Elias, was a
man of an extraordinary retentive memory,
and possessed a great knowledge of the
Bible, so much so that he could read it as
well without the book as with it; and af-
ter he embraced “Mormonism,” nobody
could oppose him successfully, for all their
objections were answered from the Bible
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