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Beloved brethren and friends—Being

called upon this morning to address you

in a few words, I do so with very great

pleasure. The sea of upturned faces

that present themselves to my view at

the present time is indeed something

new, although I have been in what may

be called the metropolis of the United

States for some length of time.

Gazing round upon my brethren and

sisters with smiling countenances and

happy, contented feelings, imparts pecu-

liar sensations to mymind; and it is diffi-

cult for me at the present time to concen-

trate my thoughts so as to express the

feelings that are in my bosom, if in fact

I could express them. Suffice it to say

that I am glad to be here; I am happy

to meet with my brethren of the Priest-

hood, and my sisters, and all those who

are friends to the cause of God; I rejoice

to see you, and am glad of the opportu-

nity of standing before you once more to

speak of the things pertaining to the in-

terests of Zion, and the building up of the

kingdom of God upon the earth.

There are many here who, like me,

have been absent from home for some

time, who, when they come to meet

with former associations and friends,

particularly those with whom they have

battled for years in the cause and

kingdom of God, feel as I feel on

the present occasion. Those alone,

and there are many of them, can en-

ter into the sympathies and emotions

which I experience at the present time.

There is a very material difference

between associating with those that

have the fear of God before their eyes,

whose first object is their own salva-

tion, the salvation of their progenitors

and posterity, and the building up of the

kingdom of God, and associating with

those who "have not God in all their

thoughts," who regard him not in all

their transactions, but who are living

"without God and without hope in the

world," whose hearts—and I am sorry

to say it, but yet it is true—whose

hearts are "full of cursing and bitter-

ness," who roll sin under their tongues

as a sweet morsel, "whose feet are swift

to shed blood," and "the way of peace,"

as the Prophet hath said, "they have not

known."

There is a very material differ-

ence between associating with men and

women who are the sons and daughters

of Zion, and characters such as I have

last named. The contrast is so striking,

the spirit is so different, the atmosphere

varies so much, that any man possess-

ing one spark or particle of the Spirit

of the Most High must experience it the

moment he breathes the atmosphere and

comes in contact with the two contending

parties. The one is engaged in the acqui-

sition of wealth: gold is their god, and,

associated with that, lust, pollution, and

corruption of every kind.

While we are aiming to fulfil our


