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have got very little to say, only that I

have done as well as I could, the Lord be-

ing my helper; and I believe my brethren

here have prayed for me, and that I

have been sustained by their prayers

and faith.

I have not been in that place, because

it was my desire to be there; for I have

had a hard struggle and a good deal to

pass through: but that is common with

us all; and if there were no struggle,

there would be no honor in a victory.

I have conversed with some of the

Twelve since I came home, and they all

feel about the same; and when I have

read about your affairs here, and the po-

sition in which you have been placed,

I have said, "My brethren have had to

struggle."

There is one thing that I have no-

ticed: wherever I have come across a

Saint, they differ very materially from

others. I have met with those in different

places who have been sent out on mis-

sions to the various stations, and mis-

sionaries going off to preach in Canada

and other places; and I found, wherever I

came in contact with one of them, I came

in contact with a man; and wherever I

came in contact with those who had not

been up here, I came in contact with

children—babies, if you please, hardly

knowing their right hand from their left,

I mean in the practical sense of the word.

There are a great many theorists in

the world. They can talk and splutter,

andmake a noise, and have a greatmany

theories; but they cannot reduce them to

practice. There is no energy, vitality, or

power. But come in contact with our own

brethren, and they are all quick, full of

animation, life, and energy; and there is

a spirit infused into them that I do not

see anywhere else. This is my experi-

ence.

You may pick up men from any

part of the world you please, and

bring them to this place, and what

are they fit for? They are poor, miserable,

croaking old grannies. But there is some-

thing in the atmosphere of the place—

something in the scenery we have passed

through. There is something in the diffi-

culties we have spoken about, and some-

thing in our joys and prospects, that has

a tendency to strengthen the mind and

brace up the nerves. There is something,

too, in the hope that is implanted in the

bosom, that is different from that in the

possession of other men.

Every true man among us feels he is

a Saint of the living God, and that he

has an interest in the kingdom of God;

every man feels that he is a king and a

priest of the Most High God. He is a sav-

ior, and he stands forth and acts with en-

ergy and power, with influence, and he is

full of the Spirit of the Lord. Hence the

difference between them and others, and

hence the necessity of the experience we

are passing through, the various trials

we have to combat with, and the difficul-

ties we have to overcome.

All these things seem to me to be

so many lessons, which it is absolutely

necessary for the young, the middle-

aged, and the aged to learn, to prepare

them and their posterity for more active

scenes in the rolling forth of the great

work of God in the last days. Conse-

quently, if we have to pass through a

few trials, a few difficulties, a few afflic-

tions, and to meet with a few privations,

they have a tendency to purify the metal,

purge it from the dross, and prepare it

for the Master's use.

So far as I am concerned, I say, let ev-

erything come as God has ordained it. I

do not desire trials; I do not desire afflic-

tion: I would pray to God to "leave me not

in temptation, and deliver me from evil;

for thine is the kingdom, the power, and

the glory." But if the earthquake bellows,

the lightnings flash, the thunders roll,


